
MECHANICSBURG BOROUGH 
PLANNING COMMISSION 

MEETING MINUTES February 23, 2015 
 

ATTENDANCE: 
Planning Commission Members: Daryl Ackerman, Harry Baker, Tim DeWire, Kyle Hollick, Chris Knarr, Michael 
Phillips and Bruce Smith 
Absent: None 
 
Borough Council:  Councilmen Scott Pellman, Mark Stoner and Kyle Miller (late) 
Borough Staff: Greg Rogalski – Borough Engineer, Patrick Dennis – Borough Manager, Glenda Boyer – Assistant 
Borough Manager, Roger Ciecierski – Codes and Zoning Officer, Sara Heenan – Codes and Zoning Administrative 
Assistant 
Cumberland County Planning Department: Kirk Stoner 
Applicants:  Alex Kinzey, RJ Fisher 
Press:  None 
Others: Howard Hirsch 
 
Next Meeting:  March 23, 2015 @ 6:30 p.m. 
Work Session: March 16, 2015 @ 6:30 p.m. 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER: 

Codes and Zoning Officer Ciecierski called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  
 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE/MOMENT OF SILENT REFLECTION:  
Officer Ciecierski led those assembled in the Pledge of Allegiance followed by a moment of silent reflection. 
 

3. REORGANIZATION (ACTION): 
A. Chairman. 

Codes Officer Ciecierski asked for nominations for the Chairman position.  Phillips nominated Chris Knarr and 
Ackerman seconded the nomination. Codes Officer Ciecierski asked for a motion to close the nominations. Baker 
made a motion to close nominations and Hollick seconded. Codes Officer Ciecierski called for a vote and Knarr 
was elected Chairman by a unanimous vote.  Chairman Knarr took over the meeting.  

B. Vice Chairman. 
Chairman Knarr asked for nominations for the Vice Chairman position. Phillips nominated Daryl Ackerman and 
DeWire seconded the nomination. Ackerman was elected Vice Chairman by unanimous vote. 

C. Secretary. 
Chairman Knarr asked for nominations for the Secretary position. Phillips nominated DeWire and Ackerman 
seconded the nomination. DeWire was elected Secretary by unanimous vote. 

 
4. PUBLIC COMMENT: 

Chairman Knarr asked if there was public comment for issues that were not on the agenda.  None were offered.   
 
5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES (ACTION): 

A. August 25, 2014 – Regular Meeting. 

• Information/Discussion: Administrative Assistant Heenan advised that a revised copy of the minutes sent 
out in the packets was set in front of each seat for the meeting with two changes made. The word “Board” in 
Section 7A was changed to “Commission” and two names were added under “Others” in attendance to the 
meeting. Chairman Knarr clarified that Jim Henke and Lee Bothel’s names were added. 

• MBPC Action: Vice Chairman Ackerman made a motion to accept the minutes, Phillips seconded the 
motion. The motion passed with all in favor. 

 
6. RECEPTION/ROLL CALL:  

Chairman Knarr took a moment to welcome new member Bruce Smith to the Planning Commission. Attendance was 
taken and a quorum was present. 

 
7. CORRESPONDENCE/UPDATES (INFORMATION): 

A. Committees/Boards/Commissions Updates. 
1. Cumberland County Planning Commission. Chairman Knarr noted that there was no Cumberland 

County Planning Commission Meeting in January and asked K. Stoner if he had anything he would like to 
share with the Commission. K. Stoner reported that the County Planning Commission offers a course for new 



Planning Commission Members called Planning Commission University. The one-night course will (probably) 
take place from 6-9pm the last Wednesday in April (29th) at the county planning office. K. Stoner 
recommended that the course could be useful to both novice and veteran members and noted that there will 
be a brochure with all of the information coming out soon. 

2. Historic Architectural Review Board.  Secretary DeWire reported that the HARB did not meet in 
February, but in January one signage application was approved on the consent agenda. 

3. Environmental Advisory Council/Shade Tree Commission.  Baker stated the Environmental 
Advisory Council is in need of another member to form a quorum for meetings. There was nothing to report 
on the Shade Tree Commission 

B. Municipal Notification of Developments with Regional Impacts. 
1. Self-Storage Facility – Hampden Township – 5267 Simpson Ferry Road - Commercial. 

Chairman Knarr advised that a copy of this notification was included in this evening’s packets. Knarr stated 
that he appreciated Hampden’s input, but didn’t know if there was anything for the Commission to do 
concerning it. Codes Officer Ciecierski reported that he spoke with the property owner and that there was a 
representative in attendance to answer any questions the Commission may have. Chairman Knarr asked the 
representative, Howard Hirsch, if he had anything to add and he opted to present to the Commission. Hirsch 
gave a brief presentation on what the plans were and how the storage facility would be used. He made note 
that the goal is to utilize the space while also keeping the outside area beautiful and having the least amount of 
impact on the surrounding area. Hirsch answered a couple questions from the Commission, Chairman Knarr 
commended him for the adaptive reuse of the building, thanked him, and Codes Officer Ciecierski confirmed 
that he would draft a letter to Hampden Township stating that the Borough had no issue with this plan. 

 
8. PLANS (ACTION): 

A. Simple Subdivision Plan – RJ Fisher - 16 Mumma Avenue. 
Chairman Knarr advised that a copy of the subdivision plans was included in this evening’s packets and handed 
the floor over to Alex Kinsey of RJ Fisher. Kinsey presented a brief overview of the subdivision that will take a 
piece of land from the Renard property, 12 West Mumma Avenue, and add it to the Clippinger property, 16 West 
Mumma Ave. Knarr then asked if the Commission had questions for Kinsey on the plan, and turned the floor over 
to Engineer Rogalski to review his comments on the plan. Rogalski stated that in addition to the transfer of the 
deed, all of the tracts involved (4) should be combined into one. He mentioned the lack of the required Sinkhole 
Assessment Report, Kinsey stated that he had drafted a waiver for the report due to the plans involving no 
development. Kinsey agreed that cleaning up the tracts into one sounded like a good idea. Engineer Rogalski 
clarified that along with the combining of tracts a note should be added that Proposed Lot #2 can only be added to 
Lot #2 and cannot be a standalone property. Chairman Knarr asked K. Stoner if he had anything to add from his 
comments, he agreed that the plan should clean up the tracts as suggested by Rogalski. Knarr asked for questions 
from the public, of which there were none. He asked if the Planning Commission Members had any questions, 
comments or concerns. DeWire clarified about the access onto Mumma Ave being on the Clippinger Tract. 
Ackerman asked about the status of the piece to the left of Clippinger Tract #1. Kinsey explained that there is a 
lack of documentation surrounding this piece and the Borough identifies it as Borough Right of Way. Ciecierski 
noted that the Borough only recognizes a 40-foot right of way, so after further discussion the Commission 
suggested extending the Tract to the recognized Borough Right of Way and giving the extra land to the Clippinger 
Tract, with the condition that it cannot be the access point to the road. Rogalski added that the Planning 
Commission does not absolve anyone of any title claim issue. Knarr instructed Kinsey to address the comments 
discussed, add the note that the new lot cannot be sold separately, as well as address the Right of Way. He 
explained that as long as all aspects are addressed he would look to have the Plan approved at the next month’s 
meeting and reminded Kinsey to have the waiver approved. Smith made a motion to table the application until the 
March 2015 meeting, Baker seconded and the motion passed with all in favor. 

 
9. OLD BUSINESS (ACTION):  

None. 
 

10. NEW BUSINESS (DISCUSSION): 

A. Wireless Communication Facilities Model Ordinance. 
Chairman Knarr advised that a copy of the Model Ordinance was included in this evening’s packets. After 
discussion of the document, Codes Officer Ciecierski asked that the Commission take some time between now and 
the next meeting to give the Model Ordinance a look and if they have any comments to e-mail them to staff. 
Meanwhile, he would compare it to the Borough’s existing Ordinances and draft up a revised Ordinance to fit the 
Borough. Chairman Knarr noted that he will have to recuse himself from deliberation and voting on any further 
Wireless Communication issues due to it conflicting with his job with McNees, Wallace & Nurick LLC. 

B. Work Session Notes. 
Vice Chairman Ackerman requested that the Commission move to record the Notes from Work Sessions from now 
on. It was agreed that Notes from Work Sessions should be added to Correspondence under the subsequent 
Regular Meeting Agenda for informational purposes. 



 
11. COMMENTS FOR THE GOOD OF THE ORDER:  

Secretary DeWire requested that the County Planner on the Borough Website’s Planning Commission page be 
changed to Kirk Stoner from Jim Bennett. Secretary DeWire stated that he attended the County Planning Commission 
Outreach Meeting on February 10th. DeWire reported on the topics discussed at this meeting which included the 
Wireless Communication Model Ordinance, a Wireless Communication Ordinance Review Plan Program that is being 
offered by Tri-County Planning Commission and Regional Connections Grants offered by Tri-County. Information on 
erosion and sediment control program overview, electronics recycling with a focus on resources for getting rid of old 
TVs and Open Space and Farm and Preservation was also discussed, as well as the County’s Hazard Mitigation Plan 
update. Secretary DeWire reminded everyone to yield to pedestrians in crosswalks. 
 

12. ADJOURNMENT:  
With no further business to be discussed, Phillips moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:14 p.m. Ackerman seconded the 
motion, which passed with all in favor. 


