
Mechanicsburg Borough 

Shade Tree Commission

Thursday, May 8, 2014 7:00 p.m.

Call to Order

Witters called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m.

Attendance

The following were present: 

Board Members: Nancy Luley (NL), Matt Witters (MW), Darwin Hollinger (DH), Rae Dennis (RD), Andrea Bowes (AB)
Staff:  None
Council:  None
Absent Board Members: None
Guests: None.
Reading and Approval of Meeting Minutes: Motion was made by NL to approve the March 2014 minutes as presented.  Seconded by DH.  Passed all in favor.  Motion was made by NL to approve the April 2014 minutes as presented.  Seconded by DH.  Passed all in favor.
Public Comment: None.
Correspondence: None.
Recreation Board Report: Rec. Board is planning to plant 30 norway spruce along the west side of the pony football field(s) in Memorial Park.  Black Landscape gave them a price of $35.00 per tree to purchase and the Board will coordinate volunteers to plant.  Recommendation was made by MW that the Board check with Black for a second evergreen tree species in order to vary the 30-tree planting.  Discussion ensued regarding whether the Board needed financial help.  It was agreed that the 2014 STC budget has been offered to the downtown improvements project.  DH will continue to coordinate.

EAC Report:  None. 
Budget Report: No updates.
Old Business:
1. Tree Removal Requests: None to follow up on.
2. 2011/2012 Permit Follow Ups: MW will find old spreadsheet to update with 2014 permits.
3. Pocket Park Clean Up: Seasonal Borough workers shall begin weeding and mulching the pocket park.  MW will follow up with Borough staff.
4. Dead Tree Notices:  MW will write new letters.
5. Nancy Hanlon Memorial Tree:  Pending park clean up.
6. Fall Newsletter: MW will check on deadline for article.  RD to write.
7. Website Updates: Ongoing.
New Business:
1. Tree Removal Applications: 
· Motion was made by DH to approval the removal without replacement application for 515 South York Street with the recommendation that the owner add a new tree pit when the sidewalk along York Street is replaced.  NL seconded.  Passed all in favor.
Other Business 
1. Next Meeting:  June 12th, 2014
2. MW passed out tree inventory sheets and asked each member to begin taking an inventory of street trees in their areas.  The work shall be completed by December 2014 and shall be the first step in organizing a Street and Park Tree Management Plan.
3. MW will have Borough staff post a street tree stormwater document to the Borough’s website.

Adjournment
With no further business to discuss the motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:42 p.m. was made by NL and seconded by DH.  The motion passed with all in favor.
Action Items: 
MW - Minutes

MW – Email to Pat Dennis regarding park clean up, dead tree notices, tree inventory, fall newsletter deadline and permit spreadsheet.
Matt Witters
Chairman
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