
 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS, BOROUGH OFFICE BUILDING 
36 West Allen Street 

Mechanicsburg, PA  17055-6257 
 

September 21, 2004                                7:30 PM 
 

CALL TO ORDER: At 7:37 PM President Winchell called the Council meeting to order. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  President Winchell led those assembled in the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. 
 
ROLL CALL:  Roll call taken with the following present: President Winchell, Vice President Whitcomb, Councilmen 
Humes, Kautz, McDermott, Ryder, Seagrist, Jr. Councilperson Geiger, Mayor Ritter, Solicitor Schorpp, Chief Spotts, 
Manager Stough and Assistant Secretary Boyer. Chief Seagrist was absent. 
 
Also in attendance: Cress – Sentinel, Elias, Patriot-News,  Dan Andrick, Kirk Corliss, Rich Cornman, Brian Curtis, Bob 
Dietrich, Nancy Hanlon, Eric & Margaret Johnson, Chris & Jennifer Knarr, Keith Marston, Jack Neibert, Jay Stoner, Cese 
Viti, Kerry Vincent, Mark Wills and Mark Yinger. 
 
GUESTS:  
President Winchell asked if any guest were present and Manager Stough indicated that we had none this evening. 
 
CITZENS COMMENTS:  
Margaret Johnson, 37 E Keller St, asked why she was contacted by the Codes Officer, Mr. Ressler and asked to remove 
her political sign when other signs are still up throughout the Borough.  Manager Stough explained that the Codes Officer 
was responding to citizen complaints regarding the political signs being in place more that 30 days prior to an election and 
explained the 30 day provision in the Ordinance.  Ms. Johnson distributed an article from Associated Press regarding this 
issue to Borough Council (Exhibit A).  After discussion on the matter, it was added to the agenda for discussion at the 
request of Councilman Seagrist.  
 
Chris Knarr, 114 East Simpson Street, introduced himself to Borough Council and thanked them for their consideration of 
his request for appointment to the planning commission.  President Winchell thanked Mr. Knarr for his past work on the 
historic district and solid waste ordinance.  
 
Jim Clark, 403 West Main, asked Borough Council what efforts are being made to get the word out to the public about the 
Public Hearing on the Historic District.  He suggested placing an article in the next Borough newsletter. As the Borough 
newsletter was already mailed, it was suggested that the information be placed on the back of the upcoming sewer/refuse 
bills. 
 
ADDITIONS TO AGENDA:   

1. Request of the Solicitor to research the Borough Code §27-1505.C.2 regarding political signage.   
2. Resolution 19-2004 honor the late Samuel Nedrow for his past service to the Borough as Mayor and Council 

member. 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  Councilman Seagrist made a motion, Vice President Whitcomb second, approving the agenda 
with the additions as noted. The motion carried 7:0. 
 
President Winchell informed Borough Council that he received a budget allocation request for 2005 from the 
Neighborhood Dispute Settlement, and has forward that request to the Borough Manager.  He also received notice that 
Officer Curtis and the DARE program were awarded a grant in the amount of $5,331. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE: 
Manager Stough report: 

1. Manager Stough reminded Council for the Central Tri-County Boroughs Association meeting September 28th.   
2. Mr. VanBoskirk, of the Chamber Downtown Committee, was informed of the need to complete Special Events 

applications for all events requested which require street closure. 
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3. The 2005 West Shore Tax Bureau budget has been received and distributed to Council.  It will be place on next 
month’s Council agenda for action.   

4. Memos were received from the Recreation Commission regarding the resignation of the pool managers and 
addition of an employee at the recreation office.  

5. A memo was received regarding emergency training Sept 28-Sept 30 at Camp Hill Borough. 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
Councilman Ryder made a motion, Councilman Kautz second, to approve the minutes of the September 7, 2004 Council 
meeting.  The motion passed with all in favor.  
 
APPROVAL OF REPORTS: 
Vice President Whticomb made a motion, second by Councilman McDermott, to approve the monthly reports as 
submitted.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
MANAGER’S REPORT: 
Manager Stough reported: 
The highway department, under the supervision of Craig Yinger, collected 26 loads of yard waste last week during the first 
Borough yard waste collection.  The Highway crew is also doing crack sealing throughout the Borough to help preserve 
our roadways, as the Borough did not budget for a paving program this year.  About $4,000 in crack sealing will be done 
this fall.  
 
MAYOR’S REPORT: 
September 8th – Participated in a Mechanicsburg Chamber of Commerce fact finding breakfast with Borough Officials and   
                          merchants. 
September 11th – Attended the opening ceremonies at The Why at the Well “Honoring Our Heroes” carnival. 
September 14th – Crime Watch guest, Krista Hoffman, of the Domestic Violence Services of Cumberland and Perry  
                            Counties was the guest speaker.  Officer Devon Montgomery gave the crime report. 
Sept 15th – The Joseph T. Simpson Public Library held its eighth annual breakfast for municipal and school officials.  We  
                  saw the newly completed renovations, heard about the increase in usage and learned about programs to  
                  promote reading skills in children. 
Sept 16th – Welcomed two new businesses to Main Street.  Ribbon cutting was held at Pop-Pop’s Candle Shop and  
                  CYBER Boutique, both on West Main Street. 
September 20th – Jack Ent was the guest speaker at the Mechanicsburg Museum Association 28th Annual Dinner   
                 meeting.  Jack is the author of the book “Heroes Among Us’ which talks about men and women of                         
                 Mechanicsburg who served in World War II. 
 
Trivia Question: The Mechanicsburg Area Swimming Pool Authority leased land from the Borough to be used as a 
swimming pool, wading pool and bath house.  The pool was constructed by Moseman Construction for $57,000.  What 
year did this take place? 
Answer: 1958 
 
CHIEF OF POLICE REPORT: 
Chief Spotts reported receiving a letter of commendation for Officer Vincent for his performance of duty. 
The Chief also reported that the Borough Newsletter listed 450 Commercial Vehicle Citation through July, which was an 
error.  Only 150 citations were issued. Councilman McDermott questioned the monthly report page 5, which stated 36 
drivers were ticket for speeding in school zone. Chief Spotts clarified that it was 36 total incidents total for the year. 
 
SOLICITOR’S REPORT: 
Solicitor Schorpp had no report. 
 
FIRE CHIEF REPORT:  
Chief Seagrist was absent 
 
JR. COUNCILPERSON REPORT: 
Students from Mechanicsburg High participated with other schools in a Law and Government seminar. 
On Friday students at the Mechanicsburg high school participated in a fund raising event, Hats for Cancer.  Students pay 
$1 to wear a hat during school hours. 
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Voter registration was conducted during lunches at the high school. 
Wildcat Foundation will be holding its Fall Festival on October 3rd and tickets are seven dollars. 
Councilman Ryder asked Jr. Councilperson Geiger about her recent picture in the newspaper.  Ms. Geiger stated that it 
was for work she did this summer as part of the debate team summer clinic. 
 
COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
Community Development/Downtown – Humes- Councilman Humes reminded Council of the upcoming Community 
Development meeting scheduled for September 29th at 7:30 p.m. Councilman asked how many postcards were mailed 
and who paid for the mailing.  Manager Stough indicated that the Borough Office mailed out about 60 cards. 
Fire Committee – Ryder –Councilman Ryder reported that the Fire Committee meet on September 8th and will meet 
again tomorrow night to discuss development of standard operation procedures.  This will provide both companies with 
uniform standard operating procedures when they arrive at a fire scene. Companies will still have individual plans for their 
own stations and equipment.  Councilman Ryder noted that Washington Fire Company just received a Federal Grant for 
$157,000.  Bob Dietrich, Washington Fire Company stated the grant will be used for protective equipment for fire fighters.   
Highway/Public Safety – Kautz – Councilman Kautz stated the handicapped parking space request for Karen Luther is 
on the agenda for action this evening.  
Ordinance/Administration/Legislative Action – Whitcomb –Vice President Whitcomb noted that discussion on property 
maintenance code is on the agenda.  Councilman Seagrist thanked Vice President Whitcomb for scheduling the 
committee meeting and moving this matter forward. 
Public Communications – McDermott –   Councilman McDermott reported that the newsletter was mailed out to 
residents.  Councilman McDermott asked that the survey form be put on the Borough Web Site. October 29th is the 
deadline for the winter edition.  Councilman Ryder commented on the picture of Eckels Drugstore on the front page.  
School Board – Ryder – Councilman Ryder reported that the Community committee will meet tomorrow to work on the 
closing of Shiremanstown and Filbert Street School.  Councilman Ryder also reported that the Elementary Teacher of the 
Year Award went to Kathleen Sullivan.   
Finance/Appropriations/Insurance – Winchell- no report 
Health/Recreation – Seagrist – Councilman Seagrist reported that on September 13th the Borough Recreation 
Commission received resignations of both pool managers.  In light of that development Councilman Seagrist asked that 
exit interviews be schedule with these gentlemen at 6 PM on October 5th, or another date that fits the former managers 
scheduled.    General discussion followed about how recruitment of new positions at the pool and recreation department. 
Councilman Seagirst stated that he has visited Silver Springs, Monroe and Upper Allen Township. Upper Allen Township 
is looking for more than just an advisory function from the multi-municipal pool organization. Councilman Humes asked 
who employees the pool employees.  President Winchell explained that Borough Council employs them, but the 
Recreation Commission oversees the hiring, dismissal, supervision and salary increases of those employees. Some 
discussion followed on the possible multi-municipal pool committee formation.      
Loan Review Committee- Humes – No report. 
Property/Buildings – Kautz –No report.   
Recycling Committee – Ryder – Councilman Ryder reminded Council that a presentation on “Pay-as-you-throw” Refuse 
collection by the Penn Township Recycling coordinator will be held October 5th at 6:30 PM.  Ed Ward, from Penn Waste, 
will be at the October 19th meeting to answer any follow up questions for our refuse hauler under the guest segment of the 
agenda. Councilman Ryder also reported that the Chamber has donated six recycling bottle containers to be used in the 
commons area at the High School to increase recycling awareness. 
W.S.C.O.G. - McDermott – Councilman McDermott reported that the COG met last night and received and opened salt 
bids.  They also adopted a condolence resolution for former member Sam Nedrow.  The County Municipal Advisory Board 
will meet next Tuesday and will be having a demonstration of the 800 MHz radio. 
 
 
AGENDA ITEMS September 21, 2004: 
¨  Discussion and possible action on MMO certification for the uniform and non-uniform pension plans. 

Vice President Whitcomb made a motion to certify the 2005 MMO for the uniform pension plan in the amount of 
$114,320. and for the non-uniform pension plan in the amount of $6,053.  Councilman Humes seconded the motion, 
which passed with all in favor. 

¨  Discussion on Health Insurance Coverage. 
Manager Stough reviewed the information provided to Council regarding employee health insurance coverage.  
Manager Stough recommended that the Borough request an extension of the current plan till January 1, 2005 and 
then renew our plan, with the $1,000 self insured deductible as discussed.  This would bring the annual renewal date 
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to coincide with the fiscal year and provide actual numbers for budget purposes.  Manager Stough explained that our 
rates would increase for the last quarter of this year, but the rates for the new plan should not vary much on the 
January renewal from rate proposed at this time for the coverage.  The retirees will have a slight increase in January, 
as well as the increase that they just had October 1st.  Manager Stough indicated that with the self insured deductible, 
Council needs to set a policy on payment of the deductible amount for employees post-retirement.  Chief Spotts 
indicated that currently the Borough pays 70% of the premium for health insurance coverage for five years after 
retirement for uniform employees.  The Borough needs to set a policy on how much of the deductible will be paid by 
the Borough and how much will be paid by the retiree.  Vice President Whitcomb made a motion to authorize the 
Manager to request the extension in the current health plan through December 31st and to renew coverage with a 
$1,000 deductible for the calendar year 2005.  Councilman Ryder seconded the motion and President Winchell 
opened the floor for discussion.  Councilman Humes asked Manager Stough if a plan was available with a $500 
deductible.  Manager Stough indicated that a plan was available, but it involved a 90/10 co-insurance clause.  After 
discussion, the motion passed 7:0. 

¨  Discussion on Fire Vehicle Insurance Coverage. 
Manager Stough updated Council on the status of the Fire Vehicle and liability coverage and there was no action 
need at this time. 

¨  Discussion on Emergency Advisory Services Board. 
Manager Stough asked if any discussion was needed at this time, and Council indicated that no one had any 
additional information on this topic to discuss. 

¨  Discussion and possible action on DCNR grant application for playground equipment. 
Manager Stough informed Council that Senator Mowwery’s office had contacted him about possible grant funding for 
a park project in the Borough.  Idea’s were provided to the Senator and after discussions with DCNR it was 
determined that DCED grant funding could be used as matching funds for a DCNR grant and with in-kind service, the 
Borough can potentially apply for and obtain $120,000 in park improvements with only in-kind service outlay by the 
Borough.  Manager Stough indicated he would need authorization at this time to apply for the DCED grant for 
playground equipment improvements at Koser Park.  Councilman Ryder made a motion to authorize the Manager to 
submit the DCED & DCNR grant applications for playground equipment.  Councilman Humes seconded the motion.  
Councilman Seagrist asked if a skateboard park was recommended for the grant.  Manager Stough indicated that he 
had suggested pool improvements; however, the Senator was looking for park improvements.  The motion passed 
with all in favor. 

¨  Discussion and possible action on Handicapped Parking request of Karen Luther, 307 North Market Street. 
Councilman Seagrist made a motion, Vice President Whitcomb second, to approve the handicapped parking request 
of Karen Luther.  The motion passed with all in favor. 

¨  Approval of request to remove handicapped parking sign at 34 W. Simpson Street, Viola Koser. 
Councilman Seagrist made a motion to remove the handicapped parking sign at 34 W Simpson Street, as requested.  
Councilman McDermott seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.  

¨  Discussion on pedestrian crosswalk on East Simpson Street by CVS drug store. 
Manager Stough updated Council on the new pedestrian crosswalk signs available from US Municipal Supply.  Some 
discussion followed on the use and durability of the signs.  The cost was discussed with Manager Stough indicating 
the cost per sign was approximately $200.  After discussion Vice President Whitcomb made a motion to install high 
visibility stationary signs for pedestrian crosswalk at Arch and Simpson Street.  Councilman Ryder seconded the 
motion, which passed with all in favor.  Manager Stough will provide price information on the movable signs to 
Borough Council. 

¨  Discussion and possible action on Property Maintenance Code adoption. 
Vice President Whitcomb made a motion to authorize the Solicitor to draft and advertise the Property Maintenance 
Code with the revisions requested by the Ordinance review committee.  Councilman Humes seconded the motion, 
which passed with all in favor. 

¨  Appointment of alternate for the West Shore Tax Bureau. 
Councilman Seagrist made a motion, second by Vice President Whitcomb to appoint President Winchell as alternate 
to the West Shore Tax Bureau.  The motion passed unanimously. 

¨  Discussion on appointment of delegate to the Municipal Advisory Board to replace former Councilman Rider. 
Councilman Seagrist made a motion, second by Vice President Whitcomb to appoint Councilman McDermott as 
delegate to the Municipal Advisory Board.  The motion passed, with all in favor.  Councilman McDermott made a 
motion, second by Vice President Whticomb to appoint Councilman Seagrist as the alternate to the Municipal 
Advisory Board and the motion passed unanimously. 
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¨  Discussion and possible action on Planning Commission Vacancy. 
Councilman McDermott made a motion to appoint Chris Knarr to the Planning Commission, replacing Councilman 
Kautz.  Councilman Ryder seconded the motion which passed by a vote of 7:0.   Council directed the Manager to 
contact Mr. Ciecierski and thank him for his interest and inform him of the opening for an alternate on the Zoning 
Hearing Board. 

¨   Discussion and possible action on lease for the Passenger Station. 
Manager Stough informed Council that museum members are coming into the office on Thursday morning at 9 AM to 
discuss the proposed lease.  Manager Stough asked Councilman Kautz if he would be able to attend the meeting. 

¨  Discussion on wireless microphone policy. 
After a long discussion on the quality of sound for both the public and recording purposes, the Manager was directed 
to draft a wireless microphone policy for Council to consider.  

¨  Discussion on Historic District Ordinance 
Manager Stough stated that the public input meeting for the Historic District Ordinance has been advertised and the 
Solicitor has been provided with district boundaries as requested.  Council directed staff to put the meeting 
information on the back of the sewer/refuse bills which will be mailed October 1st.  Manager Stough noted that the 
proposed ordinance and the meeting information are available on the website.   

¨  Political sign ordnance. 
Council discussed the current ordinance which limits political signs from being displayed more than 30 days prior to 
an election.  Much discussion was held on the signs and how long they should be allowed not only prior to but after an 
election.  Debate on the issue followed, without any defined resolution.  After much discussion, Councilman Seagrist 
made a motion to direct the Solicitor to review and render a legal opinion on the legality and enforceability of the 
current Borough political sign ordinance §27-1505.C.2.  Councilman McDermott seconded the motion which passed 
7:0.     

¨  Resolution 19-2004 in memory of Samuel Nedrow.  
Councilman Seagrist made a motion, second by Vice President Whitcomb, to adopt Resolution 19-2004 in memory of 
Samuel Nedrow.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 

APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES: 
Vice President Whitcomb made a motion, Councilman Ryder second, to approve expenditures in the amount of 
$217,403.37 from the General Fund and $6,175.22 from the Highway Aid Fund beginning August 1, 2004 through August 
31, 2004.  The motion passed with all in favor.   
 
CITIZEN COMMENTS 
President Winchell called for comments from the public and there were none. 
 
ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
Mayor Ritter asked permission to use the passenger station on October 20th for a lunch and learn history talk.  
Councilman Humes made a motion, to amend the agenda to include the Mayor’s request.  Councilman Seagrist seconded 
the motion, which passed with all in favor.   Councilman Humes then made a motion, second by Vice President Whitcomb, 
to approve the request of the Mayor for use of the passenger station.  The motion passed with all in favor. 
 
President Winchell asked if the Manager or one of the highway department personnel present could clarify who owns the 
property along the railroad which has holes that have steel pins sticking out of them.  Rich Cornman indicated that they 
are in the railroad right-of-way and belong to Northfolk Southern.  The Manager will contact Norfolk Southern to see about 
getting them filled in.   
 
ADJOURNMENT:    
At 9:17 PM President Winchell adjourned the meeting to an executive session on a personnel and legal matter with no 
action to be taken.    
 

 
Jonathan S. Stough 
 Borough Secretary 
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