
 

 MECHANICSBURG BOROUGH COUNCIL MEETING 
COUNCIL CHAMBERS, BOROUGH OFFICE BUILDING 

36 West Allen Street 
Mechanicsburg, PA  17055-6257 

 
September 7, 2004                                 7:30 PM 

 
CALL TO ORDER: At 7:30 PM President Winchell called the Council meeting to order. 
 
Mayor Ritter administered the oath of office for Floyd Kautz, Jr. new Council Representative. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  President Winchell led those assembled in the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. 
 
ROLL CALL:  Roll call taken with the following present: President Winchell, Councilmen Kautz, McDermott, 
Ryder, Seagrist, Jr. Councilperson Geiger, Mayor Ritter, Solicitor Schorpp, Chief Spotts, Chief Seagrist, Manager 
Stough and Assistant Secretary Boyer.  Vice President Whitcomb and Councilman Humes were absent. 
 
Also in attendance: Dan Andrick, Marc Bonawitz, Paul Bucher, Jim Clark, Bob Dietrich, Nancy Hanlon, Brenda & 
Matt Kautz, Raymond Martin, Fred Pracht, Charlie Sheriff, Jay Stoner & Cese Viti.  
 
GUESTS:  
John Andrews, of Roy Cook Insurance, was present this evening to review liability coverage for all fire service 
vehicles.  Mr. Andrews explained that presently the equipment owned by the Fire companies is being insured by 
both the Borough and the companies.  This duplicate coverage is not necessary, so he explained that he is 
looking at consolidating all the coverage onto one policy, which would provide better coverage at a lower 
deductible.  This would save some money for Citizen’s Fire Company and provide better coverage for Washington 
Fire Company with a slight increase in premium cost.  Mr. Andrews explained that Council would need to discuss 
with each Fire Company if they desire to participate and determine what portion of the bill would be paid by each 
Fire Department and how payment would be received. He informed Council that this policy would provide 
management liability coverage, which Washington Fire Company is lacking at this time, as well as, better 
coverage for their portable equipment.  Manager Stough informed Council that if the Washington Fire Company 
chooses to keep their insurance independent, with Erie Insurance Company, then the Borough could drop 
coverage on their vehicles from the Borough policy.   
 
Councilman Seagrist asked Mr. Bob Dietrich of Washington Fire Company if his company had discussed this 
matter.  Mr. Dietrich indicated that his company has not made a decision at this time; they are waiting to see what 
Council did this evening.  Mr. Dietrich indicated that Washington Fire Company was interested in finding out if the 
Borough would be paying for this coverage, or billing the Fire Department for the cost.  Manager Stough indicated 
that the Borough would probably be either billing for the coverage or deducting the costs from the annual 
allotment.  Councilman Kautz indicated that Citizens Fire and Rescue is discussing the matter at their meeting 
this evening.  Much discussion followed on the matter.     
 
CITIZEN COMMENTS: 
Charlie Sheriff, 431 West Keller Street, asked Borough Council to consider several proposed options to deter 
speeding traffic leaving the High School school.  Mr. Sheriff suggested parking an unoccupied police cruiser at the 
school near dismissal time or having increased police patrols during the dismissal time.  Chief Spotts stated that 
he has reservations about a parked vacant car as it may be vandalized.  He will check to see if the traffic counter 
was deployed at that location recently and if not, he will do that.  President Winchell asked if a Community Service 
Officer could patrol the area, for visibility.  Chief Spotts indicated that could be possible, however, they can not 
issue speeding tickets to violators.     
  
Jim Clark, 403 West Main Street, asked about the progress of the Historic District Ordinance.  President Winchell 
indicated that the Ordinance is in the review and discussion phase at this time.  The Solicitor has just finished a 
draft of the proposed Ordinance for Council to review.  President Winchell indicated that a Public meeting will be 
held to gather public input and that will be advertised in the Sentinel and the date will be announced at the 
Council meeting.     
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ADDITIONS TO AGENDA:   
1. Manager Stough added discussion on a wireless microphone use policy. 
2. Chief Spotts added a request from Mechanicsburg Foot Traffic Committee to close South Market Street  
    between Main and Simpson on September 19th from 7 AM to 8 PM for their Antiques Day event. 
3. Chief Spotts added a request for No Parking on September 30th at 112 S. Market Street. 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  Councilman McDermott made a motion, Councilman Seagrist second, approving the 
agenda with the additions as noted.  The motion carried 5:0. 

. 
CORRESPONDENCE: 
Manager Stough report: 

1. Manager Stough informed Council of the upcoming Tri-County Boroughs Association meeting scheduled 
for September 28, 2004. 

2. Manager Stough informed Council that he has received confirmation of representatives from ARIS 
Corporation attendance at the September 21st Finance Committee meeting to be held at 6:30 PM  

3. Information was received on residential Housing License from Upper Dublin Township office as per the 
request of Councilman Humes.  

4. A letter was received from resident Bill Burridge of 415 Sharon Avenue noting the professional and 
courteous service provided by the Penn Waste recycling and refuse workers.  

5. Manager Stough reported that PSAB Abstract September edition has an update on House Bill 2798 and 
Senate Bill 1201 and he has provided copies to Council in their packet.   

6. An e-mail was received from Jeff VanBoskirk upcoming events for the foot traffic committee in 2005.  
  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  
Councilman Ryder made a motion, Councilman McDermott second, to approve the minutes of the August 17, 
2004 Council meeting.  The motion passed with all in favor.  Councilman Ryder made a motion, second by 
Councilman Kautz to approve the minutes of the August 23, 2004 special council meeting, the motion passed with 
all in favor.  
 
MANAGER’S REPORT: 
Manager Stough displayed a picture of the wastewater treatment plant taken from the helicopter on Jubilee day. 
The Manager reminded all residents and Council of the first Borough yard waste pick up scheduled for next week, 
September 13th through September 17th.  
 
MAYOR’S REPORT: 
The Mayor reported: 
August 25th – administered oath of office to Floyd Kautz, Jr. newly appointed council representative. 
August 27th & August 28th – Officiated two weddings. 
September 2nd – Councilman Seagrist, President Winchell and the Mayor accepted Harrisburg Magazine 
Readers’ Poll 2004 Simply the Best Place to Live – MECHANICSBURG –award at the Radisson Penn Harris 
Convention Center. 
 
Upcoming events 
September 13th – Crime Watch guest speaker will be Krista Hoffman of Domestic Violence Services of 
Cumberland & Perry Counties.  Since 1990 this non-profit organization has provided services to over 17,000 
individuals.  
 
Trivia Question: In 1858 wooden boxes marked bibles were shipped by rail through Mechanicsburg to 
Chambersburg.  What was really being shipped? From where? What was the final destination and why?   
 
Answer: Harpers Ferry for John Brown’s band of abolitionists.  They were shipped by wealthy business men in 
New England.    
 
CHIEF OF POLICE REPORT 
Chief Spotts reported: 

¨  Receiving a citizen letters of commendation for Officers Hlavac and Montgomery for their performance of  
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             duty. 
¨  Reported expending 51 hours of overtime guarding a wanted subject at a hospital, after a suicide attempt.   

             Chief Spotts reported that he will attempt to recover these costs through restitution.  His department  
             received assistance from Cumberland County criminal Investigation Division and Cumberland County  
             Prison in this detail. 

¨  The PennDOT street closure permit was received for the Antiques Day closure of South Market Street. 
 
SOLITITORS REPORT 
The Solicitor had no report 
 
FIRE CHIEF’S REPORT 
Chief Seagrist reported that his monthly report has been submitted to Borough Council. 
Chief Seagrist noted that fire equipment tests were conducted and any needed repairs and/or maintenance will be 
scheduled. 
 
JR. COUNCILPERSON REPORT 
This year’s production will be Tom Jones and it will be presented on November 12th and 13th.  Auditions were held 
and the cast will be announced on Friday. 
The Mechanicsburg Diversity Club, which is a new organization at the school, will be at the HACC community 
festival on September 18th and will be providing activities for children at this event. 
 
COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS: New list distributed 
Community Development/Downtown – Humes – Manager Stough stated that a Community Development 
meeting will be held on September 29th at 7:30 PM. 
Finance/Appropriations/Insurance – Winchell- President Winchell noted that the Finance Committee will meet 
on September 21st at 6:30 PM. 
Fire Committee – Ryder – Councilman Ryder stated the Fire Committee will meet tomorrow night at 7 PM. 
Councilman Ryder noted that at a recent fire 28 pieces of fire equipment responded, but only 30 firefighters were 
on the scene.  He noted that the Committee should look at ways to improve recruitment of new members.    
Health/Recreation – Seagrist – Councilman Seagrist reported that Recreation Commission will meet on Monday, 
September 13th at 7 PM.  Councilman Seagrist asked the Solicitor about the time frame for forming a multi-
municipal pool organization.  After discussion, Councilman Ryder suggested Councilman Seagrist gather some 
preliminary information and compile and present that information to Borough Council.  Councilman McDermott 
applauded the Recreation Commission on their distribution of the fall program guide.     
Highway/Public Safety – Winchell – No report.  Chief Spotts asked if he was to prepare anything for the request 
for a pedestrian crossing at CVS. President Winchell indicated this item would be placed on the next meeting 
agenda for consideration of Borough Council.  Manager Stough indicated that a new type of pedestrian crosswalk 
sign in now available from US Municipal Supply.  Councilman Ryder asked the Manager to find out where the 
signs are being used and how well they hold up when struck by vehicles and trucks.        
Loan Review Committee- Humes – No report   
Ordinance/Administration/Legislative Action – Whitcomb – Manager Stough reported that the Ordinance 
Committee will meet to discuss the proposed property maintenance code on Monday, September 13th at 10 AM.  
Committee met last Friday to review the proposed Property Maintenance Code and/or Council vacancy policy.  
Councilman Seagrist expressed his opinion that it is important for Council to move forward with adoption of some 
type of property maintenance code as soon as possible.     
Property/Buildings – Kautz - No Report 
Public Communications – McDermott – Councilman McDermott reported that the Newsletter is at the printers 
and should be mailed to residents sometime next week.  Seven weeks away from the deadline for the next 
newsletter.  President Winchell asked about the quality of the crime watch ad.  Manager Stough noted that the 
printer is working on resolving the issue.  Councilman McDermott asked about distribution of the Council of 
government flyer in the winter newsletter.  Manager Stough suggested that they be placed in the Borough Office 
for distribution instead.    
Recycling Committee – Ryder- Councilman Ryder noted that the Citizens Recycling Advisory Committee meet 
to discuss pay as you throw, at 6:30 PM, before the October 5th meeting, the Recycling Committee will meet and 
bring in speakers from Penn Township and Penn Waste.   Councilman Ryder reported that new bins have been 
ordered and they have a new shape and will hold more recycled product.  Mrs. Hanlon, 38 West Allen Street, 
asked how billing would be handled if the Borough went with a “Pay as You Throw” refuse collection. Councilman 
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Ryder explained that the purpose of this type of trash service is not just to reduce costs, but to encourage 
residents to recycle.    
School Board – Ryder- Councilman Ryder reported that the school board met last week.  Bids for Elmwood 
Elementary School will be open tomorrow.  Councilman Ryder did not know if the stormwater issues there have 
been resolved.  The date of the meeting to discuss school closings is September 14th.  Councilman Ryder 
explained the new tax relief bill, stating that the formula is complicated and it does not appear that it will greatly 
reduce taxes for residents.   
W.S.C.O.G. - McDermott –   Councilman McDermott reported the next COG meeting is September 20th and the 
Cumberland County Municipal Advisory Board meeting will be September 28th.  President Winchell asked that 
appointment of a new alternate delegate for the West Shore COG and an alternate for the Cumberland County 
Municipal Advisory Board.   
 
AGENDA ITEMS September 7, 2004: 
¨  Discussion and possible action on Ordinance 1062 revising the parking and street sweeping 

regulations. 
Councilman Seagrist made a motion, second by Councilman Ryder to adopt Ordnance 1062 as advertised.  
The motion passed by a roll call vote as noted: 
 

Humes Absent 
Kautz Yes 
McDermott Yes 
Ryder Yes 
Seagrist Yes 
Whitcomb Absent 
Winchell Yes 

 
¨  Resolution 18-2004 regarding Hepatitis testing as it relates to Keystone Municipal Trust insurance. 

Councilman McDermott made a motion, second by Councilman Ryder to adopt Resolution 18-2004 as 
presented.  Councilman Seagrist indicated that he feels the testing for new fire fighters should be paid out of 
the Fireman’s relief fund. President Winchell called for a vote and the motion passed 5:0. 

¨  Approval of events submitted by Washington Fire Company. 
Councilman Seagrist made a motion to approve the events list submitted by Washington Fire Company.  
Councilman McDermott seconded the motion, which passed unanimously. 

¨  Discussion and possible action on Planning Commission Vacancy. 
President Winchell asked for a motion to accept the resignation of Floyd Kautz from the Planning 
Commission.  Councilman McDermott made a motion, second by Councilman Ryder, to accept the 
resignation of Mr. Kautz.  The motion passed with all in favor. 
President Winchell suggested that the matter be tabled till next meeting to allow any other interested 
residents to apply.  President Winchell noted that Council should consider the request of the Planning 
Commission to consider Mr. Knarr for this position.  Councilman Kautz noted that Mr. Knarr as he has been 
volunteering his time to help with the Subdivision and Land Development revisions over the past year, and in 
view of this he feels that he would be most qualified to fill the vacancy. President Winchell noted that Mr. 
Knarr is currently serving as the Zoning Hearing Board Alternate.  Manager Stough explained that Mr. Knarr 
sent a letter requesting his interest in the Planning Commission last year, at that time there were no openings 
on the Commission, however, the Zoning Hearing Board Alternate had just moved out of the Borough.  Mr. 
Knarr agreed to serve as the Zoning Hearing Board Alternate, as there were no positions available on the 
Planning Commission. If he is appointed, the Zoning Hearing Board will be in need of a new alternate.  
Councilman Seagrist asked that the Manager contact Mr. Ciecierski and ask the he submit a resume for the 
position.  Manager Stough indicated that he would do that.     

¨  Discussion and possible action on Handicapped Parking request of Karen Luther, 307 North Market 
Street. 
Chief Spotts asked that this be tabled to the next meeting.  Councilman Seagrist made a motion, seconded by 
Councilman McDermott to table this to the meeting on September 21st.   

¨  Discussion on Historic District Ordinance 
Manager Stough indicated that the Solicitor needs the boundaries and Mr. LeClear will provide them to the 
Solicitor shortly.  Manager Stough asked Borough Council if they want to have a public meeting for discussion 
before Council considers adoption.  President Winchell indicated that Council would like to hold a public 
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meeting to gather resident input.  A meeting will be advertised for Monday, October 18th at 7 PM.  A draft will 
be posted on the web site as soon as it is available. President Winchell asked Ms. Moyer, of the Historic 
Preservation Committee, if her group would take the lead at this meeting.  Ms. Moyer asked about 
advertisement.  Manager Stough indicated that the Borough would place a legal advertisement in the 
newsletter, but any effort her committee could make in getting the word out to residents would be appreciated. 
Councilman McDermott asked the Manager to place the meeting information on the web site. 

¨  Discussion on Emergency Advisory Services Board. 
President Winchell indicated this will be left on the agenda for future discussion.   

¨  Discussion on insurance overages. 
Manager Stough reviewed the options for Blue Cross Coverage with Borough Council.  Manager Stough 
reviewed the savings that the Borough has experienced this year to date with the self insured $250 
deductible.  Manager Stough recommended the plan with the increased self insured deductible.  President 
Winchell indicated that you have to weigh this over the long term, not just per year.  Manager Stough 
indicated that with our current plan our rates will go up 12%, approximately $3,000 per month.  Councilman 
Seagrist asked if our rates will be reduced due to former Councilman Forry leaving the plan.  Manager Stough 
indicated that would not influence our rates, as he is on a Medi-gap policy, which is not included in the regular 
employee coverage.  Councilman Seagrist asked why there was a notation on page 4 that the rates include 
coverage for retiree Whitcomb.  Manager Stough indicated that is because Whitcomb is not 65 yet, so he is 
still on the regular plan, as a borough retiree.  Councilman Ryder asked if he checked with the Boroughs 
Association on the plan the School District is using.  Manager Stough indicated that the School District is 
buying insurance for large expenditures; however, they are self insuring all small claims.  President Winchell 
asked that Fire Vehicle Insurance and Health Insurance both be placed on the next agenda as separate 
items.  

¨  Discussion on wireless microphone policy. 
Manager Stough stated that he would like to see a policy that residents would use the microphone in the   
stand provided, unless the resident is unable to get to the microphone, then the microphone could be given to 

them, to   
speak from the floor.  Councilman Ryder noted that at the School Board meetings, citizens do not come up to  
the mic, they speak from the floor.  Councilman McDermott made a motion to table the matter.  Councilman   
Ryder seconded the motion, which passed with all in favor.     

¨  Request of the Mechanicsburg Chamber Downtown Committee to close South Market Street for 
Antiques Day, September 19, 2004.   
Chief Spotts asked Council to close South Market Street from Main to Simpson Street and to post for no  
parking form 7 AM to 8 PM for Antiques Day, September 19, 2004.  Councilman McDermott made a motion,   
seconded by Councilman Ryder to close S. Market Street for Antiques Day.  The motion passed with all in  
favor.  Chief Seagrist asked that Chief Spotts direct vendor as to proper parking during the event as to allow 

for   
emergency vehicles, if required.  Chief Spotts indicated that he would do that.  

¨  Request of Milton Shapiro of 112 South Market Street for a No Parking Sign on September 30, 2004 for 
the purpose of parking a moving van.  
Chief Spotts asked that South Market be posted, No Parking between Main and Simpson on September 30th   
from 7 AM to 5 PM for a moving trailer.  Chief Spotts indicated that the resident will be paying for Fire Police  
to direct traffic.  Councilman McDermott made a motion to approve the request.  Councilman Kautz seconded   
the motion, which passed with all in favor.       

 
CITIZEN COMMENTS 
President Winchell asked for any additional citizen comments, and there were none. 
 
ANY OTHER BUSINESS:  
Councilman Seagrist, questioned Chief Seagrist regarding the vehicle test results provided to Council regarding 
Truck 8.  Chief Seagrist indicated that all deficiencies would be corrected.  Manager Stough asked that a copy for 
these reports be provided to the Borough Office for the file and Chief Seagrist indicated that he would do that.   
 
Councilman Ryder indicated that he is contacted periodically by Eagle Scouts looking for project, he wondered if 
there were things in the Borough that would make good project suggestions.   
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Councilman McDermott indicated that the Parade Association will meet, Monday September 13th, after the Crime 
Watch meeting at the Senior Center.  The parade will be October 12th.  Manager Stough asked if the signs have 
been ordered from Associated Products and Councilman McDermott indicated that they have been ordered.  
 
Chief Seagrist reminded residents that Fire Prevention week is October 3rd through the 9th and everyone should 
check their smoke detector and change the batteries.    
 
ADJOURNMENT:    
At 9:13PM Councilman Ryder made a motion, second by Councilman McDermott, to adjourn the meeting to an 
executive session on a personnel matter with no action to be taken. 
 

 
  
Jonathan S. Stough 
Borough Secretary 
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