
 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS, BOROUGH OFFICE BUILDING 
36 West Allen Street 

Mechanicsburg, PA  17055-6257 
 

August 17, 2004                                7:30 PM 
 

CALL TO ORDER: At 7:30 PM President Winchell called the Council meeting to order. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  President Winchell led those assembled in the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. 
 
ROLL CALL:  Roll call taken with the following present: President Winchell, Vice President Whitcomb, Councilmen 
Humes, McDermott, Seagrist, Jr. Councilperson Geiger, Solicitor Schorpp, Engineer Barber, Chief Spotts, Chief Seagrist, 
and Manager Stough. Councilman Ryder & Mayor Ritter were absent. 
 
Also in attendance: Cress – Sentinel, Marcus Bonawitz, Raymond Martin, F.R. Martsolf, Ron & Lori Trace, Nancy Hanlon, 
Cese Viti, Harry Baker, Charles Sheriff, Floyd Kautz, Jr., Kirk Corliss, David Hoover, Tom Bender, Jack Neibert, Rick 
Castranio, Kate Querry, Robin Agerton, Ken & Carole Spahr, Jill Bretz, Sharon Lopez, Nils Frederiksen, Kyle Miller, Fred 
Pracht, Frank Tamanini, F.M. Martsolf & Libby Moyer. 
  
GUESTS: None 
 
CITZENS COMMENTS: None 
 
ADDITIONS TO AGENDA:   

1. Discussion and possible action on development and advertisement of bid documents for the Mechanicsburg Pool. 
2. Executive session, with no action, to discuss two matters of potential litigation 

 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  Councilman McDermott made a motion, Vice President Whitcomb second, approving the 
agenda with the additions as noted. The motion carried 5:0. 

. 
CORRESPONDENCE: 
Manager Stough report: 

1. Central Tri-County Boroughs Association sent notice of their September 28, 2004 meeting in Marysville.  Copies 
were provided to Council. 

2. The third Planning Outreach meeting for Cumberland County Planning Commission will be held on August 24th at 
11:30 a.m. at the Camp Hill Borough Office. 

3. A letter was received from a resident regarding “Pay-as-you-Throw” garbage collection. 
4. A letter was received from Washington Fire Company regarding support of an Emergency Management Board. 
5. A letter was received from the Chamber of Commerce regarding Streets of Treats. 

 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
Vice President Whitcomb made a motion, Councilman McDermott seconded, to approve the minutes of the August 3, 
2004 Council meeting.  The motion passed with all in favor.  
 
APPROVAL OF REPORTS: 
Councilman McDermott made a motion, second by Vice President Whitcomb, to approve the monthly reports as 
submitted.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
MANAGER’S REPORT: 
Manager Stough reported that each member of Council was provided with a re-indexed copy of the Mechanicsburg 
Borough codified ordinance.  A revised CD-Rom should be received shortly & a copy of that will be provided to Council as 
well. 
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MAYOR’S REPORT: 
In the absence of the Mayor, Manager Stough reported the Mayor’s activities as follows: 
August 7th – Participated in the Friends of the Pool’s opening ceremonies for Community Day benefiting the 
Mechanicsburg Pool, later spent much time in the dunk tank, to the delight of spectators. 
August 8th – Visited the Mechanicsburg Museum Association’s Open House at the freight station.  Student art renderings 
from area schools were on display. 
August 9th – Mechanicsburg Fire Chief, Larry Seagrist, and Washington Fire Company volunteer fireman, Koni Hench, 
were guests of the Crime Watch.  Great turn out and great information 
August 11th – Welcomed new businesses to Main Street at the Mechanicsburg Chamber of Commerce’s “Business After 
Hours,” held at the PNC Bank.  
August 12th – Attended a Flag Retirement ceremony at the Navy Support Activity. 
August 14th – Presented “Mayors’ Awards” at the Joseph T. Simpson Public Library to students in the summer reading 
program.  This is the fifth year Linda Stoner has held this event.  Over 1000 students participated this year. 
August 14th – Officiated at one wedding. 
 
Trivia Question:  The Mechanicsburg High School has had many locations in the Borough, can you name them? 
Answer:  Simpson Street, Elmwood Avenue and from 1968, Broad Street. 
Nancy Hanlon had the correct answers. 
 
CHIEF OF POLICE REPORT: 
Chief Spotts had no report. 
 
SOLICITOR’S REPORT: 
Solicitor Schorpp had no report. 
 
FIRE CHIEF REPORT:  
Chief Seagrist no report 
 
JR. COUNCILPERSON REPORT: 
Jr. Councilperon Geiger reported that she spent two days last week at the Borough Office & it was very informative. She 
also completed an article for the fall newsletter & an article for the PSAB magazine.  Fall sports and activities have begun 
at the High School in preparation of school starting on August 26th. 
   
 
COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
Community Development/Downtown – Humes- Councilman Humes reminded Council of the upcoming Community 
Development meeting scheduled for September 29th at 7:30 p.m. 
Finance/Appropriations/Insurance – Winchell-  Manager Stough reported that he will be providing information to 
Borough Council on our October 1st Health Insurance renewal through Blue Cross & some options that need to be 
discussed in regard to possible alternative deductible plans.  Also, there will be a Finance Committee meeting on 
September 21st at 6:30 p.m. to meet with representatives from ARIS Corporation to discuss the 2005 MMO contributions. 
Fire Committee – McDermott – Fire Committee met on August 12th and had two recommendations that are coming up on 
the agenda under business items.  President Winchell discussed the need for Borough Council to approve the schedule of 
events for both fire companies.  Manager Stough explained that this is not a new requirement from the Borough’s 
workman’s compensation carrier; it is something that should have been done in the past as a normal practice.   
Health/Recreation – Seagrist – Councilman Seagrist recognized representatives of the Friends of the Pool who 
presented the Borough with the proceeds from Community Day.  Borough Council commended the volunteers on a job 
well done & encouraged them to begin planning for the second annual event.  Councilman Seagrist also reported that the 
Recreation Commission met on August 9th and that various members of both the Recreation Commission & the Friends of 
the Pool, as well as some of Council, met with our pool consultant, Wayne Wade, last evening to discuss renovations to 
the pool.  Councilman Seagrist commended Borough Council on their selection of Wade Associates to do the work at 
Memorial Pool. 
Highway/Public Safety – Winchell – No report. 
Loan Review Committee- Humes – The final piece of the loan package for Eckel’s Drug Store is in place. 
Ordinance/Administration/Legislative Action – Whitcomb – No report. 
Property/Buildings – No report. 
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Public Communications – McDermott – Finalizing the submitted articles and community calendar for the upcoming issue 
of the newsletter.  Proposed survey questions were circulated to Council for review, comments & changes, which should 
be returned to Manager Stough or Councilman McDermott as soon as possible.  It was discussed that all survey results 
will be returned to the Borough Office.   
Recycling Committee – Ryder – The questions that Councilman Ryder submitted last month have been forwarded to 
Penn Waste for review.  Also, Glenda is working on setting up a meeting with Penn Waste to find out their experiences 
with PAYT.  Some additional information has been received from Penn Township on their waste plan. 
School Board – Ryder – New bleacher seating will not begin until after the last home football game on November 6th.  
The School District is going to an ASO (Administrative Services Only) plan for health insurance to save premium dollars.  
This is the 40th anniversary of the formation of HACC.  Architects are still developing plans for Elmwood School. 
W.S.C.O.G. - McDermott – The annual COG auction was a success & the Borough was able to generate some monies 
from the items put up for sale. 
 
AGENDA ITEMS August 17, 2004: 
¨  Discussion and possible action on the Trindle Station Final Land Development Plan. 

Developer Frank Tamanini was in attendance with his professional representatives to discuss his plan.  Engineer 
Barber reported that all items have been completed.  The only remaining items are the signing and sealing of the 
plans and the acceptance of the improvement agreement.  The developer agreed to post the required bond for the 
improvements, finalize the improvement agreement to construct the street according to whichever municipality’s 
specifications are more stringent.  Vice President Whitcomb made a motion, second by Councilman Seagrist, with all 
voting in favor. 

¨  Discussion and possible action on Ordinance 1060 revising the Solid Waste and Recycling regulations. 
Councilman Seagrist made a motion to adopt Ordinance 1060 as presented.  Councilman Humes seconded the 
motion which passed by roll call as follows: 
 

Humes Yes 
McDermott Yes 
Ryder Absent 
Seagrist Yes 
Whitcomb Yes 
Winchell Yes 

¨  Discussion and possible action on Ordinance 1061 revising the Police Disability Benefit to comply with Act 
30 changes. 
Vice President Whitcomb made a motion to adopt Ordinance 1061 as presented.  Councilman Humes seconded the 
motion which passed by roll call as follows: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
¨  Discussion on advertisement of the draft of revisions to the parking and street sweeping ordinance. 

The proposed changes have been provided to the Solicitor & he has drafted the required ordinance.  A copy has been 
provided to Chief of Police Spotts & Craig Yinger from the Highway Department for their review.  Councilman Seagrist 
made a motion, second by Vice President Whitcomb to authorize the Solicitor to draft and advertise this ordinance for 
adoption at the September 7th Borough Council meeting.  The motion passed with all in favor. 

¨  Consider adoption of Resolution 17-2004 honoring Brian Rider for his service on Borough Council. 
Councilman McDermott made a motion, second by Vice President Whitcomb to adopt Resolution 17-2004 as 
presented. The motion passed with all in favor. 

¨  Consider request of Yvonne Baughman to close the alley behind 220 S. High Street on September 18th for a 
public auction. 
On motion of Vice President Whitcomb and second by Councilman McDermott, the request was approved with all in 
favor. 

 

Humes Yes 
McDermott Yes 
Ryder Absent 
Seagrist Yes 
Whitcomb Yes 
Winchell Yes 
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¨  Update and discussion on proposed Historic District Ordinance. 
Solicitor Schorpp reported that he is in the process of placing the proposed ordinance into our codified format & will be 
reporting back to Borough Council with his comments.  Once that is completed, Council can authorize advertisement 
& it would be discussed at a public meeting, it does not require a public hearing.  If approved, it would not take effect 
until after the Pennsylvania Museum and Historical Commission certify the proposed district, by resolution. On motion 
of Vice President Whitcomb and second of Councilman Seagrist, with all voting in favor, this item was tabled. 

¨  Discussion and possible action on lease for the Passenger Station. 
Revisions to the proposed lease have been received from the Solicitor.  Manager Stough brought up two other items 
for Borough Council to discuss.  The first would be the clarification that, if the lease is finalized, the Museum would 
then have the ability to allow others to use the sidewalk area in front of the building, such as the Cheerleaders during 
Streets of Treats.  Second, there was discussion on the time capsule that is buried between the passenger station & 
North Market Street.  Solicitor Schorpp will make the needed changes to the lease and send an updated copy to the 
Manager & Borough Council.  On motion of Vice President Whitcomb, second of Councilman McDermott, with all 
voting yes, this item was tabled. 

¨  Discussion and possible action on formation of an Emergency Services Advisory Board. 
Councilman McDermott reported that there was discussion at last weeks Fire Committee meeting about the formation 
of an Emergency Services Advisory Board and its possible membership.  There was lengthy discussion on the 
Emergency Operations Plan, the Emergency Management Coordinator, and that this matter will be further discussed 
as a part of the Public Safety Committee in the near future.  On motion of Councilman McDermott and second of Vice 
President Whitcomb, with all members voting yes, Council voted to form an Emergency Services Advisory Board. 

¨  Discussion on KMIT – Workman’s Compensation Policy – Hepatitis C testing. 
There was discussion on the requirement for new police officers and firefighters to have Hepatitis C testing done.  
Councilman McDermott reported that this was discussed at the last Fire Committee meeting & the recommendation to 
Borough Council is for the Borough to agree to pay for 25 new members from each Fire Company, per year, at an 
approximate cost of $63.00 each – for the required Hepatitis C testing.  Councilman Humes asked if there had been 
any additional discussion on the fire companies having two categories of Fire Company members – one for active 
firefighters, one for the social connection.  It was noted that at least one fire company does have an inactive auxiliary.  
Councilman Seagrist brought up the fact that Fireman’s Relief Association could be used to pay for this testing as 
well.  On motion of Councilman McDermott, second of Vice President Whitcomb a motion was made to pay for up to 
25 new members per year, per company, the motion passed 4:1 (Yes-Humes, McDermott, Whitcomb, Winchell, No-
Seagrist). 

¨  Approval of list of Citizen’s Fire & Rescue events for the remainder of the year. 
On motion of Vice President Whitcomb, and second of Councilman McDermott, with all voting in favor Borough 
Council voted to approve the provided list (see attached) of events by Citizen’s Fire and Rescue & the August 19, 
2004 meeting with Congressman Todd Platts at the Washington Fire Company. 

 
APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES: 
Vice President Whitcomb made a motion, Councilman McDermott second, to approve expenditures in the amount of 
$215,566.57 from the General Fund and $26,187.56 from the Highway Aid Fund and $35.00 from the Capital 
Improvement Fund beginning July 1, 2004 through July 31, 2004.  The motion passed with all in favor. 
 
CITIZEN COMMENTS 
David Stoner, 506 E. Marble Street, spoke in support of the campaign and improvements to Soldier & Sailors Pool.  He 
also questioned the paving and patching plan for the streets in the Borough. 
Mark Bonawitz, 26 E. Locust Street, discussed the problems in his neighborhood with excessive noise on a daily basis.  
He asked where the Borough is with the enactment of a noise ordinance.  Borough Council & the Chief of Police 
discussed some of the enforceability concerns and issues that have been discussed and informed Mr. Bonawitz that this 
has been referred to the Ordinance Committee for further review. 
Floyd Kautz, Jr. asked whether the appointed members of the Emergency Services Advisory Board would have to be 
Borough residents.  Solicitor Schorpp explained that this would be a policy decision that Borough Council could decide on. 
 
¨  Discussion and possible authorization for Wade Associates to proceed with the development of the bid 

documents for the pool. 
Tonya Brown was at the meeting to discuss the meeting with Wayne Wade regarding the upgrades to the pool.  On 
motion of Vice President Whitcomb, second by Councilman Seagrist, with all in favor, Borough Council authorized 
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Wade Associates to develop the bid documents, to include a base bid of the needed infrastructure improvements, as 
well as numerous optional bids for the other proposed improvements to the pool. 

 
ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 
ADJOURNMENT:    
At 9:35 PM President Winchell adjourned the meeting to an executive session to discuss two matters of potential litigation.    
 

 
Jonathan S. Stough 
 Borough Secretary 
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