
 MECHANICSBURG BOROUGH COUNCIL MEETING 
COUNCIL CHAMBERS, BOROUGH OFFICE BUILDING 

36 West Allen Street 
Mechanicsburg, PA  17055-6257 

 
February 17, 2004                                 7:30 PM 

 
CALL TO ORDER: At 7:30 p.m. President Winchell called the Council meeting to order. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  President Winchell led those assembled in the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. 
 
ROLL CALL:  Roll call taken with the following present: President Winchell, Vice President Whitcomb, Councilmen 
Humes, McDermott, Ryder, Seagrist, Jr. Councilperson Geiger, Mayor Ritter, Solicitor Schorpp, Engineer Barber, Chief 
Spotts, Chief Seagrist, Manager Stough and Assistant Secretary Boyer.  Councilman Rider was absent. 
 
Also in attendance: Cress – Sentinel, Rich Connell, Bob Dietrick, Lawrence Fry, Joe Gouhin, David Hoover, Floyd Kautz, 
Chris Knarr, Craig Mellott, Kyle Miller, William Reilly, Charlie Sheriff, Fr. Chester Snyder,  Dennis Sowers, Jay Stoner, & 
Cody Witmer  
 
GUESTS:  
None 
    
CITIZEN COMMENTS: 
None  
 
ADDITIONS TO AGENDA:   
1. Acceptance of resignation of Nancy Hanlon from the Shade Tree Commission. 
2. Discussion on vehicle and property sale. 
3. Discussion on sale of old engine 127. 
4, Distribution of proceeds from 175th Anniversary activities and disposition of Mechanicsburg T-Shirts. 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  Vice President Whitcomb made a motion, Councilman Ryder second, approving the agenda 
with the addition noted.  The motion carried 6:0. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE: 
Manager Stough report: 

1. Resignation letter from Nancy Hanlon. 
2. The Tri-County Borough’s Association dinner date has been changed to February 24th. 
3. A thank you letter was received from CAT Transit for the Borough’s letter of support. 
4. Daniel Alman, of Mitchell Drive, sent a letter thanking Council for their efforts to save the pool and asked if  the 

Borough Council has a backup plan if enough money can not be raised. 
5. PSAB conference is approaching, if interested RSVP to the Borough Manager. 

 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
Vice President Whitcomb made a motion, second by Councilman McDermott, to approve the minutes of the February 3, 
2004 Council meeting. The motion passed with all in favor.   
 
APPROVAL OF REPORTS: 
Councilman McDermott made a motion, second by Vice President Whitcomb, to approve the monthly reports as 
submitted.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
MANAGER’S REPORT: 
¨  Manager Stough reported that his monthly report was included in your packets 
¨  Quarterly Department head meetings have been scheduled for March, June, Sept, and December.  

 
MAYOR’S REPORT: 
The Mayor reported: 
February 9th – Crime Watch meeting, Chief Spotts gave his annual State of the Police Address.  Charlie Sheriff was    
                        welcomed as the new Crime Watch leader. 
February 12th – Mechanicsburg Defense Activities held their annual Prayer Breakfast. 
February 19th – Mechanicsburg Chamber of Commerce Mixer will be hosted by Waypoint Bank. 
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February 21st – Annual Washington Fire Company awards banquet. 
Mechanicsburg Museum’s current exhibit is “Pitchers, Clocks and Candlesticks”. 
Look at the new bench in front of the Union Church give by Henry and Betty Fry. 
 
Trivia Question: The Cumberland Valley Railroad put a new engine into service in 1851.  It was designed to fit the new 
“T”rails and cost $6,200.  It was retired in 1890.  What was the name of this engine?  
 
Answer:  “the Pioneer”.  It is now on display at the Smithsonian Institution in Washington DC.  
 
CHIEF OF POLICE REPORT: 
Chief Spotts had no report.  
 
SOLICITOR’S REPORT : 
Solicitor Schorpp had no report. 
 
FIRE CHIEF REPORT :  
Chief Seagrist reported: 
¨  Reported that his monthly report was in Council packets Friday. 
¨  Fire Chief will be updating the insurance carrier on training and testing of hose and pumps.  
¨  Reviewed the St. Joseph land development plan. 
¨  Training will be held at Company 127 on the new fire engine Thursday, Friday and Saturday.  Approximately 15  
            drivers will be qualified on the new engine by the end of the week. 
¨  Chief Seagrist asked Borough Council to authorize payment in the amount of $360,488. 
¨  Requested Borough Council authorize advertisement for sealed bids on the old Fire Engine with a bid date of May  
            17th. 
Councilman Seagrist asked if the Borough could possibly sell the engine on e-bay.  The Solicitor indicated that the 
Borough Code requires sealed bids or public auction, and he is unsure if e-bay would qualify as a public auction.  After 
discussion on the advertisement and bid process and anticipated sale price of the Engine, Vice President Whitcomb 
made a motion to authorize advertisement of the old fire truck.  Councilman Ryder seconded the motion, which passed 
with all in favor. 

 
JR. COUNCILPERSON REPORT 
Jr. Councilperson Geiger reported: 
¨  Mechanicsburg debate team qualified a team to the state competition and participated at the Harvard tournament this 

past weekend. 
¨  Completed and submitted my first newsletter article.  
 
COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
Community Development/Downtown - Humes – Councilman Humes reported that the Committee met prior to this 
evening©s meeting to discuss distribution of the proceeds of the 175th Anniversary celebration.  
Finance/Appropriations/Insurance – Winchell- None 
Fire Committee – McDermott – Councilman McDermott stated that he has scheduled a Fire Committee meeting of March 
25th at 7 PM to be held at Citizens Fire Station on York Street.  President Winchell asked Councilman McDermott to fax a 
copy of the agenda to each Fire Company prior to the meeting. 
Health/Recreation – Seagrist – Councilman Seagrist reported that he attended the Recreation Commission meeting on 
February 9th.  He asked Solicitor Schropp if he has reviewed the proposed RFP.  The Solicitor stated that he had reviewed 
the document, but did not think Council was ready to move forward with that at this time.  Manager Stough indicated that 
the Borough applied for Technical Assistance Grant, as the Solicitor felt and he concurred the proposed RFP had too 
many  grey areas and the scope of work needed to be more defined and hopefully the Technical Assistance Grant would 
help to clarify some of the scope.  At the January 12th Recreation Commission meeting the Little League offered to make 
some improvements to the dugout at Finkenbinder Field and the Recreation Commission would like to know if the 
Borough would have to approve the changes and if permits would be required.  President Winchell indicated that the work 
would require a building permit, but Council could waive the building permit fees.  Manager Stough noted that the Building 
Inspector would need to inspect the work to make sure the walls were properly stabilized and reinforced from a safety 
prospective.  Councilman Seagrist also asked if any plans were made for improvements of the parking area at Memorial 
Park.  The Manager indicated it would be rolled when the weather breaks.  Councilman Seagrist asked if the Solicitor had 
researched formation of a multi-municipal organization, such as an Authority to oversee the pool.  Solicitor Schropp 
indicated that an Authority could be formed; however, there are other options that Council could also consider. 
Councilman Seagrist requested to schedule a meeting at 6:30 PM on March 16th to discuss this matter further.   
Highway/Public Safety – Winchell – None  
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Loan Review Committee- Humes –None 
Ordinance/Administration/Legislative Action – Whitcomb – Vice President Whitcomb indicated that adoption of a 
policy to file vacant Council positions is on this evening’s agenda.    
Property/Buildings – Rider – Manager Stough reported that a letter was received from Jeff Shatzer, regarding a follow-
up meeting to discuss for ballfield signage details.  Councilman Seagrist indicated that the Health & Recreation 
Committee should have input in the design process.  Councilman Seagrist will schedule a Committee meeting on March 
2nd at 6:30 PM and invite representatives from the Little League and Recreation Board.  
Public Communications – McDermott- Councilman McDermott stated that Council has received draft copies of the 
Newsletter.  Manager Stough indicated that any corrections or comments should be in the Borough Office by 11 AM 
Thursday morning, as it is scheduled to go the printers on Friday.  Councilman McDermott indicated that he would like to 
include a Borough Survey in one of the upcoming issue.  Manager Stough reported that the annual reports were taken to 
the post office for mailing today.   
Recycling Committee – Ryder- Councilman Ryder reported that the Chamber is looking into purchase of recycling 
containers for Jubilee Day and that the High School is going to start a more aggressive recycling program.   
School Board – Ryder- Councilman Ryder reported that he attended his first School Board meeting, as Council 
representative.  He stated that possible use for the Elmwood Avenue School was discussed.  They also discussed the 
possibility of closing the Filbert Street School, if Elmwood Avenue is turned into a K-5 center. He noted that the school 
would like to put new bleachers in at the stadium, and that will require Council approval.  They anticipate this will be a 
$500,000 expenditure.  The School Board is also going to ask Borough Council to make the temporary classrooms at 
Broad Street permanent.     
W.S.C.O.G. - McDermott –First Municipal Advisory Board meeting will be held next Thursday.  Discussion was held on 
formation of a joint Appeals Board.  Manager Stough added that between April and July, Council would need to pass an 
Ordinance if they want to participate in the Joint Appeals Board.  
 
AGENDA ITEMS February 17, 2004: 
¨  Review of Land Development Plan for St. Joseph Parish Center. 
Engineer Barber addressed Borough Council regarding this plan.  He stated that the plan has come a long way but he still 
has four pages of outstanding items that need to be addressed by the applicant (Attachment A).  Mr. Barber began to 
highlight for Borough Council some of the outstanding items.  Mr. Murphy, representing the applicant, asked to address 
Borough Council stating that this project has been in the works for some time.  He stated that the site has some problems 
but St. Joe’s has been working to move the project forward and is on a tight time line for the construction phase of the 
project.  He stated that they have received the requested variances and Planning Commission has recommended 
approval of both the waivers and the plan.  He asked that Council approve the waivers request and the plan, contingent 
upon the Engineer’s outstanding comments being addressed.  
 
A lengthly discussion followed on the outstanding items.  Mr. Barber asked the applicant if they have applied for their 
PennDOT Highway Occupancy Permit.  The applicant indicated that they had not yet applied.  Mr. Barber asked the 
applicant if they had met with Mr. Adams at the Wastewater Treatment Plant relative to EDU’s.  The applicant indicated 
that he had not done that yet.  After much discussion, Councilman Seagrist made a  motion to send the plan back to the 
Planning Commission. Mr. Murphy strongly objected, stating the Planning Commission had already recommended 
approval, and asked that Council table the plan if they could not see their way clear to approve the plan, with the 
outstanding item to be addressed by the applicant and reviewed by the Borough Engineer.  Solicitor Schropp indicated 
that the motion to send the plan back to the Planning Commission was inappropriate and Councilman Seagrist withdraw 
the motion.  President Winchell asked Mr. Barber if he felt this plan was ready for Council action this evening.  Mr. Barber 
indicated that he concurred with Councilman Seagrist, and the plan should be modified and the Planning Commission 
should look at the changes.  Solicitor Schropp reviewed Council’s available options at this time.  Councilman Seagrist 
then made a motion to reject the waiver of the preliminary plan review.  Councilman Ryder seconded the motion.  Mr. 
Murphy again requested that Council table the plan.  Councilman Ryder asked the applicant if Council tables this plan 
would they voluntarily return to the Planning Commission and allow them to look over the revised plan.  Richard Connelly 
addressed Council asking them to move project forward as quickly as possible because the church needs to be ready to 
open the school in September.  The Solicitor reviewed the time frame for plan review if both a preliminary and final plan 
review would be required by Borough Council.  After some additional discussion, Councilman Seagrist withdrew this 
motion.  Councilman Ryder made a motion to table the plan, contingent upon the applicant voluntarily agreeing to take the 
revised plan before the Planning Commission for review, prior to returning to Borough Council.  Vice President Whitcomb 
seconded the motion, which passed with all in favor. 
 
¨  Review and possible award of the Sewer Maintenance and Emergency Services contract.  

Manager Stough reported that bids were opened at 1 PM and reviewed by Gannett Flemming.  Bid results were 
tabulated by Mark Malarich, of Gannett Fleming, and are available for action by Council.  (Bid Tabulation – 
Attachment B)  Vice President Whitcomb made a motion, seconded by Councilman McDermott to award the 
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Maintenance and Emergency Service bid to Liberty Excavators, Inc of Camp Hill in the amount of $52,300.  The 
motion passed with all in favor. 
 

¨  Consider Ordinance 1057 authorizing an intergovernmental agreement with the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania State Police for participation in the Computer Crime Task Force.  
Manager Stough indicated that the Ordinance was properly advertised by the Borough Solicitor and is available for 
action of Council this evening. Councilman Seagrist made a motion, second by Vice President Whitcomb, to adopt 
Ordinance 1057 as advertised.  The motion carried as follows: 
   

Humes Yea Seagrist Yea 
McDermott Yea Whitcomb Yea 

Rider Not Present Winchell Yea 
Ryder Yea 

 
 
¨  Request of Pinnacle Health to pass a Resolution 03-04 for Termination for the Seidle Hospital Authority. 

Manager Stough explained that this authority was formed in the seventies at the request of Seidle Hospital to help 
them to float a bond.  They are now requesting that it be dissolved.  Councilman Seagrist made a motion to adopt 
Resolution 03-2004 dissolving the Seidle Hospital Authority.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Humes and 
passed with all in favor.  

 
¨  Acceptance and Certification of the 2004 Real Estate and Per Capitia Tax Duplicate. 

Vice President Whitcomb made a motion, second by Councilman McDermott, to accept the Real Estate tax duplicate 
in the amount of $1,148,915.04 and the Per Capitia tax duplication in the amount of $29,995.  The motion passed 
unanimously. 
 

¨  Consider adoption of Council vacancy policy. 
Vice President Whitcomb stated that the first issue is whether Council desires to interview all prospective applicants 
for Council vacancies.  After some discussion Councilman Seagrist made a motion, that Council adopt a policy to 
interview all applicants for Council vacancies.  Councilman McDermott seconded the motion, which passed with all in 
favor.  Vice President Whitcomb then stated that Council should decide if they wanted to prepare a list of questions to 
be asked of each prospective applicant.  Much discussion followed on what questions should be asked, if questions 
should be on a questionnaire, or asked verbally of each applicant.  After additional discussion, a motion was made by 
Councilman Ryder, seconded by Councilman McDermott, to send the matter back to Committee for formation of an 
interview process, to then be presented to Borough Council for consideration.  The motion passed with all in favor.  
President Winchell asked the Solicitor if the policy should include a procedure for submitting resignations.  The 
Solicitor stated that resignations should be submitted to the Borough Secretary. 
  

¨  Consider request of the Mechanicsburg Chamber for approval of their Jubilee Day Special Events 
Application. 
Councilman Ryder made a motion, second by Councilman McDermott, to approve the request of the Mechanicsburg 
Chamber to hold its annual Jubilee Day event, contingent upon proper recycling procedures being in place and a 
Certificate of Insurance naming the Borough as an additional insured be provide.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 

¨  Consider appointment of a Borough liaison to the Yellow Breeches Watershed Committee.  
Councilman McDermott stated that Tim DeWire of the Planning Commission was interested in serving in this capacity. 
Councilman McDermott then made a motion to appoint Mr. DeWire as Borough liaison to the Yellow Breeches 
Watershed Committee.  The motion passed with all in favor 
 

¨  Consider resignation of Nancy Hanlon from the Shade Tree Commission. 
Councilman Seagrist made a motion to accept, with regret, the resignation of Nancy Hanlon from the Shade Tree 
Commission.  Councilman Ryder seconded the motion, which passed with all in favor.  Councilman McDermott stated 
that Nancy Cichocki had previously expressed an interest in serving on this committee.  President Winchell directed 
staff to find out if Mrs. Cichocki was still interested.  
 

¨  Consider authorization to sell the Borough Administrative vehicle and Park Security vehicle. 
Manager Stough asked that Council approve the sale of these two vehicles by sealed bid.  After discussion on the 
condition of these vehicles, Councilman Ryder made a motion, second by Councilman McDermott, to authorize the 
Manager to advertise these two vehicles for sale by sealed bid with the bid deadline to be March 16th.  The motion 
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passed with all in favor.  The Manager then reviewed with Borough Council some used office furniture items that the 
Borough has to dispose of.  Several options for disposal were discussed, but no decision was made at this time. 
 

¨  Consider distribution of the 175th Anniversary proceeds. 
Councilman Ryder made a motion to donate $1,087.70 to the Halloween Parade Association, $500 each to the 
Mechanicsburg Foundation Town Pride Fund, New Hope Ministries and the Mechanicsburg Museum Association.  
Vice President Whitcomb seconded the motion, which passed with Ryder, Seagrist, Whitcomb and Winchell voting in 
favor and McDermott and Humes excusing themselves due to conflicts of interest. 
 
Councilman Ryder then made a motion to donate the T-shirts left over from the Holiday decoration fund drive to the 
Mechanicsburg Museum, giving six shirts each to the Citizen’s and Washington Fire Companies to be used as door 
prizes for their annual banquets.  Councilman Humes seconded the motion, which passed with all in favor. 

 
APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES: 
Councilman Ryder made a motion, second by Vice President Whitcomb, to approve expenditures in the amount of        
$123,306.29 from the General Fund; $28,473.59 from the Capital Improvement Fund; beginning January 1, 2004       
through January 31, 2004.  The motion passed with all in favor. 
 
GUESTS: 
President Winchell asked for Citizen comments and there were none. 
 
 ANY OTHER BUSINESS:  
Vice President Whticomb asked Chief Spotts if the station was equipped with at low ban radio.  Chief Spotts indicated that 
is would cost approximate $1,082 to install a low ban radio and 800 MHz system will be on line by the end of the year. 
Councilman Seagrist asked that the Manager check with the Post Office regarding delivery of the Annual Report, in view 
of the problem experienced last year.    
 
ADJOURNMENT:    
At 9:45 President Winchell adjourned  

 
  
Jonathan S. Stough 
Borough Secretary 
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M E M O R A N D U M 
 
 
TO:  Mechanicsburg Borough Council 
 
FROM: Steven Barber, P.E. 
  Mechanicsburg Borough Engineer 
 
DATE:  February 13, 2004 
 
SUBJECT: St. Joseph’s Parish Center 
  Preliminary/Final Land Development Plan 
  Engineer’s Reference No.  MECH 204.01 
 
 
We have reviewed the above referenced Preliminary/Final Land Development Plan dated January 16, 2004, last revised 
February 9, 2004 as prepared by Alpha Consulting Engineers, Inc. and offer the following comments: 
 
A. Zoning 
 

 
1. All site lighting shall be shielded from adjacent properties.  Lighting plan with foot-candle measurements 

shall extend across all streets to adjacent properties to demonstrate compliance. Locations of building 
mounted fixtures and light distribution shall be shown.  Revise base plan for lighting distribution plan 
(1403.9). 

 
2. How will Filbert Street dock area function effectively with respect to vehicular movement?  Note largest 

anticipated vehicle on the plan (1405.2.A). 
 

3. Provide a copy of the approved highway occupancy permit for the proposed access improvements from 
East Simpson Street (1601.11). 

 
B. Land Development 
 

1. Provide datum to which contour elevations refer (502.3.K). 
 
2. Sheets shall be reduced to 17”  X 22”  prior to plan recording (503.2).  Reduced plan must be legible. 

 
3. Final plans shall be drawn at a scale of 1”  = 50’ (503.3). 

 
4. Show the location of the utility services to the portion of the existing school to remain (503.3.O) 

 
5. All property owners shall execute the affidavit of ownership (503.4.B). 
 
6. Engineer shall sign and seal the plan (503.4.G). 

Mechanicsburg Borough 
Council 
February 17, 2004 
Attachment A 
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7. Provide a letter of adequacy for the Erosion Control Plan from the Cumberland County Conservation 

District (503.4.G). 
 

8. Provide a letter from the Mechanicsburg Borough Municipal Authority indicating the proposed sewer 
connections have been reviewed and approved (608.9). 

 
9. Applicant must establish improvement guarantees with the Borough for all improvements within the 

public right-of-way (710). 
 

C. Stormwater Management 
 

1. Stormwater Management Report shall be sealed by preparing Engineer (124.A.8). 
 
2. Provide ownership and maintenance program in accordance with 124.D.5. 
 
3. Identify source and justification for use of ‘C’  values (142.D). 
 
4. Report should address alternatives to surface discharge including direct connection to storm sewer system 

(142.E).   
 
5. A cut-off trench of impervious material shall be provided under all dams (142.H.5). 
 
6. Provide design and detail of concrete cut-off collars (142.H.6). 
 
7. Why are there two Outlet Structure Configurations in the report for the 100-year storm (142.F)? 
 
8. One foot of freeboard is required above 100-year water surface elevation passing through the emergency 

spillway (142.F).   
 
9. A NPDES permit will be required (142.Q). 
 
10. Location of existing and proposed downspouts and roof leader discharges do not correspond with on-site 

drainage area divides.  Show rain leaders on post-development drainage area plan and revise contributing 
areas to inlets and pipe calculations accordingly. 

 
11. Pipe slopes and lengths for runs EW-1 to I-1 are inconsistent between plan profiles and pipe calculations.  
 
12. A waiver from Section 124.F (specifically low flow channels) shall be required for installation of 

infiltration trench. 
 
13. Spreader detail is unclear as to elevation of top of curb. 
 
14. Recommend raising outlet pipe or lowering spreader to minimize effect of spreader on outlet pipe 

discharge. 
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D. Traffic Impact Study 
 

The following comments are based on a review of the Traffic Impact Study for Saint Joseph’s Parish Center 
prepared by Traffic Planning and Design, Inc. dated January 2004, last revised February 2004: 
 
1. Provide confirmation PENNDOT will permit intermittent one-way restriction on Driveway B for bus 

usage. 
 
2. The engineer should review Hampden Township’s proposed development along the Simpson Ferry 

corridor between Norway Street and Allendale Road to determine any potential development activities 
affecting traffic projections utilized in the traffic study.  Address the impact of the conversion of the IBM 
building to warehousing and the recently revised traffic signal permit at Simpson Ferry Road and 
Allendale Road. 

 

3. The study indicates that trip generation will increase proportional to enrollment (20%), however this 
continues not to be consistent with future volumes presented in Figure 13 (32% increase in inbound 
volumes) and 14 (11% increase in existing volumes). 

 
E. Waivers 
 

1. A preliminary plan is required (403).  Applicant requesting a waiver  to this section. 
 
2. The number of required shade trees shall be based on total tract area (604.D.3).  Applicant requesting a 

waiver  to this section. 
 
3. Pre-development calculations shall be based on a meadow use. (142.A.2).  Applicant requesting a 

waiver  to this section.  
 
4. Stormwater basins in sinkhole prone areas are required to be lined (142.F).  Applicant requesting a 

waiver  to this section. 
 
F. General 
 

1. All future submissions should contain a cover letter indicating how and where comments were addressed. 
 

2. Note all waiver requests on the plans and a note indicating “Approved by Borough Council on  
 , 20 . 

 
3. Borough Fire Chief should review and approve the plans with respect to any required fire lanes, access to 

any proposed sprinkler system connections and suitability of the location of existing fire hydrants to 
service the new building. 

 
4. What is the intent of dashed lines associated with the middle access to Filbert Street?  Identify proposed 

work on the plans. 
 

5. Existing Features Plan identified a 30’  setback along E. Keller Street “per Exception H-D-1 (4)” .  Further 
identify the restrictions associated with this setback. 

 



Borough of Mechanicsburg 
Council Meeting Minutes – February 17, 2004 
Page- 9 – 
 

 

 
February 13, 2004    Page 4          Mechanicsburg Borough 
St. Joseph’s Parish Center 
 
 

6. Provide a letter from the electric utility indicating their intent to abandon the existing electric easement. 
 

7. Note all existing non-conformities on the plan. 
 

8. Identify the purpose of the bold dashed line north of Inlet #1 on Sheet 5. 
 

9. Identify invert elevations of infiltration pit #2 piping on the plan. 
 
 
SLB/tls 
G:\Mech\204.01\PreFinalLD2.doc 
 
cc: Alpha Consulting Engineers, Inc. (fax) 

A-File 
 File 
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