
 MECHANICSBURG BOROUGH COUNCIL MEETING 
COUNCIL CHAMBERS, BOROUGH OFFICE BUILDING 

36 West Allen Street 
Mechanicsburg, PA  17055-6257 

 
October 21, 2003                                 7:30 P.M. 

 
CALL TO ORDER: At 7:30 p.m. President Rider called the Council meeting to order. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  President Rider led those assembled in the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. 
 
ROLL CALL:  Roll call taken with the following present: President Rider, Vice President Eichelberger, Councilmen 
McDermott, Ritter, Seagrist, Whitcomb, Winchell, Jr. Councilperson Miller, Mayor Ritter, Solicitor Schorpp, Lt. Myers, 
Chief Seagrist, Manager Stough and Assistant Secretary Boyer.   
 
Also in attendance: Wilson – Sentinel, Dively – Patriot –News, Bob Dietrich, Jim Clay, Ralph Clay, Brian Curtis, Jim 
Geiling, Paul Heeter, David Hoover, Floyd Kautz, Jr. Chris Knarr, Raymond & Michele Martin, John Rupp, Charlie Ryder, 
Jeff Sanders, Jeff Shatzer, Charlie Sheriff, Jay Stoner, Peter, Cyndi, Pete & Patti Watson, & Mark Wills  
 
GUESTS: 
No guests were scheduled for this evenings meeting. 
 
CITIZEN COMMENTS: 
 Jeff Sanders, 501 North Market Street, distributed pictures to Borough Council of the sports complex in Dillsburg where 
the pictures distributed at the last meeting, in support of ballfield signage, were taken. (Exhibit A)  Mr. Sanders listed the 
differences between that location and Finkenbinder Field.  He expressed his opinion that Council members would not be 
voting for the property-owning residents if they approve this signage.  Mr. Sanders stated that he is not against signage 
for the Little League but feels it should be at York Street or Koser, not Finkenbinder. 
 
Rita Bodenhammer, 14 East Green Street, spoke against ballfield signage at Finkenbinder, noting that, in her opinion, it 
would devalue her property and stating that she signed a petition against signage last year. 
 
Louise Brown, 302 East Marble, expressed her opinion that signs had no place at the swimming pool, stating that the pool 
was designed to blend into the natural surroundings at the park.   
 
Charlie Sheriff, 431 West Keller, expressed his support of little league and noted that raising costs of insurance and other 
program related items require this type of aggressive fund raising, and stated that the signs should be removed at the end 
of the season. 
 
Rita Bodenhammer stated that the signs would be up seven months a year during the time that residents could enjoy the 
park.   
 
Jim Geiling, 29 East Factory Street, stated that he is against the signage because it would block the view and create noise 
when the metal signs blow against the metal chain link fence. 
 
John Songster, 19 East Locust, stated that if Council approves this, any group can use the cost of doing business, as an 
excuse to infringe on property owner’s rights. 
 
Jeff Sanders, asked Council if they would like to look at signs out their front door.   
 
Manager Stough noted that the green netting that would cover the fence would be an improvement at Koser over the 
current condition of the fence. 
 
Councilman McDermott asked Mr. Shatzer if Finkenbinder could be excluded from the request.  Mr. Shatzer indicated that 
the majority of the games are played at that location and it is their headquarters, so they would like to have it included.   
 
Councilman Whitcomb asked Mr. Shatzer if children from Upper Allen are permitted to participate in the Mechanicsburg 
program and given financial assistance if they are from a low-income family; as the Upper Allen program does not offer 
financial assistance.  Mr. Shatzer indicated that the footprint for the Little League is the school district, and they accept 
any student from the district, even the student that may require financial assistance to participate.  Mr. Shatzer indicated 
that he could not speak to the regulation in Upper Allen. 
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ADDITIONS TO AGENDA:   
Manager Stough indicated that he would like to add an Executive Session to the end of the meeting to discuss a matter of 
potential litigation, with no action to be taken.  He also indicated that the agenda contained a typographical error listing the 
date of the Cystic Fibrosis Walk as Mary 15th instead of May 15th. 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  Councilman McDermott moved, Vice President Eichelberger seconded, approval of the 
agenda, with changes as noted by the Manager.  The motion carried, 7:0. 

 
CORRESPONDENCE: 
Manager Stough reported: 

1) Council has received a memo from Chief Spotts regarding changes to the traffic light at Walnut Street that will be 
implemented by PennDOT on a temporary trial October 10th. 

2) A letter was received from the Mechanicsburg Area Veterans’ Council inviting Borough Council to attend the 
Veterans Day services on November 11th.  Interested members should RSVP to the Manager. 

3) A letter was received from Seachrist Development Corporation asking Borough Council to consider the Dedication 
of Darla Road.  The request has been forwarded to the Borough Solicitor and Engineer for review. 

 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Vice President Eichelberger made a motion, second by Councilman Seagrist, to approve the minutes of the October 7, 
2003 Council meeting.  The motion passed with all in favor. 
 
APPROVAL OF REPORTS 
Councilman McDermott made a motion, second by Councilman Seagrist, to approve the monthly reports as submitted.  
The motion passed unanimously. 
 
MANAGER’S REPORT: 
Manager Stough narrated a PowerPoint slide show of the construction work taking place on the Mulberry Drive Bridge. 
He also played a video of President Rider’s statement at the Transportation Hearings held last week. 
 
 MAYOR’S REPORT 
The Mayor reported: 
October 8th – Attended the Borough meeting with PennDOT in Harrisburg 
October 13th – Officer Kerry Vincent’s message was well received at the last Crime Watch meeting. 
October 14th – Halloween Parade moved out rain or shine. 
October 15th – The Mayor was a guest of the Cumberland County Chiefs of Police Association’s Exceptional Civilian  
                       Service Awards Luncheon at Carlisle.  Eileen Johns, one of our borough secretaries, received an award. 
October 18th – Friends of the Library held their book sale here at the Municipal Center and $5,150 was raised, which was  
                      $2,000 more than last year. 
 
Trivia Question: A native of Mechanicsburg donated $50,000 to Seidle Hospital; $1,500 to the swimming pool; $1,000 to 
the Library; and also donated to many other community projects.  He built a drug store chain of 77 stores from New York 
to Florida, born in 1869 at 218 South York Street.  He died in 1963 at the age of 94 and is buried in the Mechanicsburg 
Cemetery.  What is his name? 
 
Answer: J.M. Eckerd, founder of Eckerd Drug Stores. 
 
CHIEF OF POLICE REPORT  
Lt. Myers had no report. 
 
SOLICITOR’S REPORT  
Solicitor had no report this evening.  
 
FIRE CHIEF REPORT   
Chief Seagrist distributed pictures of his October 17th trip to inspect the new Fire Engine construction.  On November 1st a 
group of Fire Fighters is planning to go perform another inspection.  
 
JR. COUNCILPERSON REPORT 
Jr. Councilperson Miller reported that he is advertising at the school for future applicants for the Jr. Councilperson 
position.  He has an appointment to review the summer intern program with school officials next week.  Miller reported 
that the varsity football team has 5 wins, 3 losses and the last home game October 31st. 
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COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Recycling Committee: Winchell: Councilman Winchell reported that the minutes from the Citizen’s Advisory Committee 
were distributed to Borough Council and the next meeting is November 4th at 6 p.m. in the Police Department Conference 
room. 
Finance-Appropriations-Insurance: Rider: President Rider reported that the Finance Committee met prior to this evenings 
meeting to discuss the 2004 budget and the deficit facing the Borough.  He indicated that Council is working to approve a 
balanced budget for 2004. 
Health-Recreation: Rider: Friends of the Pool met last night and will meet the third Monday of each month.  Fund raising 
ideas were discussed. 
Public-Safety-Highway: Eichelberger: Vice President Eichelberger indicated that Council received a packet of information 
regarding oversized vehicle parking in their packets from PSAB, and he will follow up to receive some additional 
information. 
Public Communications: Eichelberger. Vice President Eichelberger  - No Report.  
Ordinance-Administration-Legislative Action: Seagrist: Councilman Seagrist noted a name change to the agenda, which 
Manager Stough stated that staff had corrected prior to the meeting.  New agenda’s were distributed to Council prior to 
the meeting. 
Property-Building: Ritter: No Report 
School Board: McDermott: No Report 
Community Development: McDermott: Councilman McDermott reported a meeting on Skateboarding is scheduled for 
Wednesday, October 22nd. 
W.S.C.O.G.: Ritter: Councilman Ritter reported that the COG salt bids came in at $38.71 per ton. 
Fire Committee: Winchell: No Report 
 
AGENDA ITEMS FOR October 21, 2003 
¨  Consider action on Ordinance 1053 setting new fees for building permits. 

Manager Stough noted that this Ordinance was advertised and is available to Borough Council for action this 
evening.  Councilman Winchell made a motion to approve Ordinance 1053 raising the building permit fees to $25 for 
the first $1,000 of construction cost and $6.00 for each additional $1,000 of cost.  Councilman Ritter seconded the 
motion, and President Rider called for a vote 
 

Eichelberger Yea 
McDermott Yea 

Rider Yea 
Ritter Yea 

Seagrist Yea 
Whitcomb Yea 
Winchell Yea 

 
        The motion passed with all in favor. 
 
¨  Discussion and possible action on Ordinance 1052 amending the street sweeping ordinance, changing the 

section of the Borough Code, which deals with temporary parking bans and restricting on-street parking of 
oversized vehicles and Resolution 10-2003 changing regulations for temporary parking prohibition. 
These two items were tabled to the November work session, pending some additional information. 

¨  Discussion and possible action on advertising Stormwater Management Ordinance. 
Manager Stough indicated that the Solicitor and Engineer are reviewing the draft and the Ordinance could be 
advertised for action at the November meeting if it is Council’s desire. 
Councilman Ritter made a motion, second by Councilman Winchell, to authorized the Solicitor to draft and advertise 
the Stormwater Ordinance for action at the November Council meeting. 

¨  Consider action on Resolution 12-2003 honoring Grace United Methodist Church on their 100th Anniversary. 
Councilman Seagrist made a motion, second by Councilman Whitcomb to adopt Resolution 12-2003 honoring Grace 
United Methodist Church on their 100th Anniversary.  The motion passed with all in favor. 

¨  Consider action on Resolution 13-2003 honoring Kathleen Martin for her community service during the 
recent fire. 
Councilman Whitcomb made a motion, second by Councilman Winchell, to adopt Resolution 13-2003 honoring 
Kathleen Martin for her community service.  The motion passed unanimously. 
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¨  Consider action on Resolution 14-2003 honoring Wayne Bailor for his community service during the recent 
fire. 
Councilman Winchell made a motion, second by Councilman Whitcomb, to adopt Resolution 14-2003 honoring 
Wayne Bailor for his community service.  The motion passed, 7:0. 

¨  Consider action on Resolution 15-2003 recognizing Marty Kaberle for his service during the recent fire. 
Councilman Seagrist made a motion, second by Councilman Whitcomb, to adopt Resolution 15-2003 recognizing 
Marty Kaberle for his community service.  The motion passed with all in favor. 

¨  Consider action on Resolution 16-2003 recognizing Andy Bixler for his service during the recent fire.  
Councilman Whitcomb made a motion, second by Councilman Seagrist, to adopt Resolution 16-2003 recognizing 
Andy Bixler for his community service.  The motion passed with all in favor. 

¨  Consider action on Resolution 17-2003 in memory of Joseph D. Beigh. 
President Rider made a motion to adopt Resolution 17-2003 in memory of Joseph D. Beigh, a member of 
Washington Fire Company that recently lost his life in an accident at the age of 22.  Councilman Seagrist seconded 
the motion, which passed unanimously. 

¨  Consider Resolution 18-2003 to appoint West Shore Tax Bureau as the collection agency for earned income 
and occupation privilege tax for the 2004 calendar year. 
Manager Stough reviewed the Resolution with Borough Council, noting that it requires appointment of a delegate and 
an alternate to the West Shore Tax Board.  Councilman Winchell made a motion to appoint West Shore Tax Bureau 
as the collection agency for earned income and occupational privilege tax for 2004.  Councilman Whitcomb 
seconded the motion, which passed with all in favor. 
Councilman McDermott made a motion to appoint Harry Gsell, Treasurer, as the delegate and Vice President 
Eichelberger as the alternate.  Councilman Seagrist seconded the motion, which passed by a vote of 7:0. 

¨  Consider motion to approve the West Shore Tax Bureau Budget for 2004 in the amount of $989,601. 
Vice President Eichelberger made a motion, second by Councilman Winchell, to approve the West Shore Tax 
Bureau Budget for 2004 in the amount of $989,601.  The motion carried unanimously.  

¨  Consider appointment of Michael L. Otto as a Mechanicsburg Fire Police as per the request of the 
Washington Fire Company.  

        President Rider made a motion, second by Councilman Winchell, to appoint Michael Ott as a Mechanicsburg Fire   
        Police person as per the request of the Washington Fire Company. The motion passed with all in favor. 
¨  Consider request of the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation to hold its 10K Great Strides Walk on Saturday May 15th, 

2004 and to use Memorial Park as a starting and finishing point. 
Councilman McDermott made a motion to approve the request of the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation to hold its annual 
10K Great Strides Walk on Saturday, May 15th and to use Memorial park.  Councilman Whitcomb seconded the 
motion, which passed with all in favor. 

¨  Consider request of Mechanicsburg Little League for ballfield signage at Finkenbinder, Koser and York 
fields. 
Manager Stough reported that the Borough has received 8 letters of support from individuals, most not living in the 
vicinity of the fields. One letter against, as well as the petition received from Mr. Sanders.  Solicitor Schorpp 
explained that this is a policy decision for Borough Council. If approved, Council will need to set guidelines and 
define responsibility for lease of space and regulation of signage.  Councilman Seagrist then made a motion to 
approve the request of Mechanicsburg Little League for ballfield signage at Finkenbinder, Koser and York fields, with 
guidelines to be determined by Borough Council at a future date.  President Rider seconded the motion and called 
for discussion.  Councilman Winchell suggested that a Council Committee, probably the Property and Buildings 
Committee, be placed in charge of regulating and overseeing the signage.  Councilman McDermott expressed 
concern about the signs being up for seven months of the year.  Councilman Ritter stated that he could not support 
this, as there are to many unanswered questions at this time.  Council Whitcomb stated that he is not in support of 
this motion, as too many residents in the area of the ball fields have expressed opposition to the signage.  After some 
additional discussion, President Rider called for a vote on the motion made by Councilman Seagrist and the motion 
passed with Councilmen, Eichelberger, Rider, Seagrist and Winchell voting in the affirmative and Councilmen 
McDermott, Ritter and Whitcomb voting in opposition. 

¨  Consider request of Recreation Commission for signage at the Mechanicsburg pool. 
Manager Stough indicated a written request for signage has not been received from the Recreation Commission; 
however, a verbal request was made at last months meeting.  Manager Stough reported that the Friends of the 
Pool Committee is discussing this type of “fund raising”, however, it seems as if they were interested in possibility 
doing a sign that is smaller and blends with the general theme of the building.  After some additional discussion, 
Councilman Winchell made a motion, second by Vice President Eichelberger, to approve the placement of fund 
raising signs at the pool.  The motion passed by a vote of 6:1, with Councilman Ritter voting against the motion.  
 
 



Borough of Mechanicsburg 
Council Meeting Minutes – October 21, 2003 
Page- 5 – 
 

 

¨  Discussion on request for a Handicapped parking space at 100 South High Street, Apt. #2 as submitted by 
John Crackett. 
Manager Stough reported that this item would need to be tabled till November, as the Police Department has not yet 
made a recommendation to the Public Safety Committee. 

¨  Consider contracting with Brokerage Professionals, Inc. for the “ Killed in Service”  death benefit for 
uniformed officers. 
Manager Stough reported that he is still waiting to hear from the Police Union on the information presented to them 
for review. 

¨  Discussion on Health Insurance provider for Borough Employees. 
Manager Stough reported that he is still reviewing several alternative options and we are continuing to cover the 
employees through Capital Blue Cross until Borough Council has reviewed all options.  

¨  Discussion on MMO payment for the 2004 fiscal year for the non-uniform and uniform pension plans. 
Manager Stough reported that he would have a letter referencing this matter in Council packets on Friday.  Manager 
Stough reported that he has provided the Police Union with the last three years of data from Aris and is waiting for 
the information requested from PSAB.  Councilman Whitcomb indicated that he would like to see what PSAB was 
invested in at the time of the change and how that would have performed over the last three years. 

¨  Consider authorizing Chief Spotts to hire Community Service Officers for the Police Department and review 
and possible action on the Resolution prepared by the Solicitor to authorize the CSO’s to enforce parking 
regulations. 
Manager Stough indicated that this item would be tabled until after the budget hearing November 3rd.   

¨  Discussion on possible sale of the old Fire Engine, when the new Engine goes into service. 
President Rider asked Chief Seagrist, and any member of the Fire Departments in attendance, for their feedback on 
the disposal of the old engine, once the new engine is put into service.  Chief Seagrist indicated that he would 
recommend sale of the old engine.  Floyd Kautz, of Citizens Fire & Rescue, also indicated that in his opinion Council 
should consider sale of the old engine.   President Rider then made a motion to authorize the Borough Manager to 
begin exploring sale of the old Fire Engine, so that we could be ready to dispose of it when the new engine is put into 
service.  The motion passed with all in favor 

¨  Update on implementation of a Downtown Manager Program through DCED and formation of a 501.C.3 
organization to implement the program. 
Councilman McDermott reported that he is waiting for some dates from Chris Gulotta to reschedule a meeting on this 
matter. 

¨  Update on Composting project 
Manager Stough stated that he had nothing new to report at this time. 

APROVAL OF EXPENDITURES 
Councilman Winchell made a motion, seconded by Ritter to approve the following expenditures in the amount of 
$217,693.49 from the General Fund; $5,707.43 from the Highway Aid Fund; and $2,543.05 from the Capital Improvement 
Fund during the period beginning September 1, 2003 through September 31, 2003.  The motion passed with all in favor. 
 
GUESTS 
Jeff Sanders, 501 North Market Street, expressed his disappointment in the approval of the signage for ballfields and 
commended the Council members that voted against the action, stating that the supporting Council members where not 
considering the residents that live in the neighborhoods surrounding the ballfields. 
   
ANY OTHER BUSINESS: 
Councilman Seagrist asked if Borough Staff was still looking at a change in sewer billing to a metered based system.  
Manager Stough indicated that at the minimum a change like that would require a software upgrade in the neighborhood 
of $8,000 to $10,000 and that is not included in the budget. 
Chief Seagrist spoke to Borough Council in support of adoption of the 2003 Codes as recommended at the last meeting 
stating that he has done research on the matter and that the Borough would be ahead if and when the Statewide Building 
Code is adopted and may only need to make a few small revisions to come into compliance. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:    
At 8:40 p.m. President Rider adjourned the Public meeting to Executive Session on a matter of potential litigation with no 
action to be taken. 

 
  
Jonathan S. Stough 
Borough Secretary 
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